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Devolution — The new Government has announced that it is including Suffolk (and Norfolk) within
the devolution priority programme. Other priority areas approved include Cumbria, Cheshire and
Warrington, Essex, Hampshire and the Solent, Sussex and Brighton. Districts, boroughs and
counties will be asked to reorganise into unitary authority areas with the election of a mayor
(covering Suffolk and Norfolk) in May 2026. The mayor would control strategic programmes such as
transport infrastructure, economic development, health improvement and blue light services.
County Council elections in May 2025 will not go ahead, under the Government’s proposals local
councillors would extend their time in office by one year be elected in 2026 to represent new unitary
boundaries. Other points include:

1. The first mayor of Suffolk and Norfolk will be elected in May 2026. In the first instance, they will
lead a Mayoral Combined County Authority — which will transition into a Mayoral Strategic Authority
2. SCC will now start work on a detailed business case for local government reorganisation in Suffolk
which must be submitted by September 2025. An outline plan must be submitted in March 2025

3. The government has re-confirmed this week its preference that any new unitary authorities
should serve communities of 500,000 or more

4. Capacity funding will be offered to help us prepare for establishing the new Combined County
Authority with Norfolk County Council and prepare for mayoral elections in May 2026.

Highways Speed Surveys - Speed survey results are now available for the areas requested at
Wattisfield Rd., The Street, The Causeway and West St/ Ixworth Rd. Initial results suggest that as
mean speeds are generally below the threshold for a 20mph speed restriction there is an
opportunity to consider a 20mph speed restriction zone within the core of the village. A further
meeting with SCC and the Parish / Traffic Group is suggested to review the data.

National Grid Pylon Scheme Public Consultation — NG briefed some councillors and SCC officers last
Thursday about several proposed modifications to the pylon rout, these are apparently a result of
the recent public consultation and affect the following areas directly:

Suffolk 1 — between Palgrave and Mellis

Suffolk 2 — east of Gislingham

There are also some changes affecting plans for undergrounding in the Waveney Valley in Suffolk
and Norfolk which may make this unviable but we will be briefed about them shortly.

Information is available on — nationalgrid.com/norwich-to-tilbury

Yaxley Battery Electric Storage Site, Yaxley - DC/24/05535 | Full Planning Application with
Environmental Statement - Erection of a Battery Energy Storage System and associated
infrastructure including access, drainage, landscaping and other incidental works. Please note that


mailto:Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk
https://server.smartmailer.tractivity.co.uk/link.aspx?q=2022%7cP5BJKBOsWRSCUARLJq18J1r1PVViuUDasPVKcPwzuOBGRwgD7LSzlOwQ6ghXjceZYGAdItye7Iz7FKQuTPIPG3QmC6j2l5SswFSUYDehHFpygso3wHegCwS1APeoBGxAjkxmWaPNew1q0zKGOXzTXQqROjF%2fap3WtVZuKOSoB2T%2bHOJl9GBSWfWpWhynmkD4Rutd4tRajpfz4xlb54cHKcZZ%2bPlz%2f%2fjW5S3iX5zM2CWFN0yj8Vhi8zW%2br4eHj1jsjVTNzI4%2fP6J%2fQzqbyI52P7QZMuouNjvHdW%2fnca46dxlmTNEYbt%2bdqH4UTEpcsniE2nQv%2fEtOYTH4he7kfIUryhKXsnNhVjnpq8zKWtzw7J9Q4kmBC4pr3CKjVkCTV51mxmAE%2fcN8TfmJklcTskpIduzW5xzMyAQEctOikrwNC8R4gAYNZTihfd%2fwiqlwcvwl

this proposal is within the high risk zone of a high pressure natural gas pipeline and is subject of a
holding objection from National Gas Transmission PLT, it has also been referred to the Health and
Safety Executive: An assessment has been carried out with respect to National Gas Transmission plc's
apparatus and the proposed work location. Based on the location entered into the system for
assessment the area has been found to be within the High Risk zone from National Gas Transmission
plc's apparatus and you MUST NOT PROCEED without further assessment from Asset Protection.

Budget Proposals - Suffolk County Council’s proposed (draft) 2025/26 budget would rise by 6.7%,
from £752.9 million in 2024/25 to £803.7 million in 2025/26 to meet current pressures. The budget
was reviewed and approved by cabinet on 28" January and will be debated at full council on
February 13™. Council taxes would rise by 4.99%.

New Bus Timetable — the new timetable for 2025 has been issued, there are some relatively minor
adjustments in it and possibly more to come in the near future. The new timetable for the routes
70/ 70A and 73 is not yet finalised. A full list of bus timetable changes in Suffolk is on
Suffolkonboard.

Please get in touch with me if you have questions or comments: Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk
Tel: 07714-597980 Twitter: @jesstfleming
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