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 1 Who wrote the play Betrayal?  
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EDITORIAL 
Firstly I should like to thank all those who have made donations to the Observer to 
help cover the cost of production, which like most things these days is rising. I should 
also like to thank those who added kind words of support with their donation. I trust, 
that with your help, the Observer will, with the assistance of a number of contributors,  
continue to entertain and inform for the next few years. 
It is to be hoped that this edition might have arrived through your letter box before 
Gardens Weekend so that the short article from John Stebbing won’t have to be read in 
retrospect,. Whether before or after, I should be very grateful if you could send any 
pictures of the two days that you might feel worthy of publication so that I can include 
them in a small gallery of the event. Despite the unfavourable growing conditions of 
late, let’s hope that the sun will shine on the two days and make al the work that has 
gone into this Fortieth Anniversary weekend will prove to have been well worth while. 
On Saturday 10th September there is the annual Historic Churches Ride. If you 
haven’t taken part before, it is a lovely event, as long as the weather stays good, an 
excellent day out. It’s not a race, and there is no fixed distance you need to ride. 
Decide upon your own route, taking in the places and churches you would like to visit, 
and enjoy a leisurely ride along the country lanes of Suffolk. Many of the churches 
offer refreshments, of varying quality, so do take some liquid and a bite or two, just in 
case. Sponsor forms are available from St Mary’s or Mary Kidd. If you take part you 
will be helping to preserve, not only St Mary’s, but also many other historic churches 
in the county. 
Walsham Wild Wood are having a Bat Safari on Saturday 3rd September, starting 
off from the Wild Wood at 7.30pm. Hopefully those who attend will be able to marvel 
at these wonderful creatures and learn just a little bit more about them from the 
‘expert’ who will be leading the evening event. Later in the month, on Monday 12th, 
there will be an informal meeting in the Primary School at 7.00pm to start making 
plans for the new  Jubilee Wood. 
Another, less strenuous, chance to donate money to the cause of St Mary’s is on 
Tuesday13th September, when there will be a Musical Recital, featuring piano and 
oboe, in the church starting at 12.15pm  on Tuesday 13th September. Refreshments 
will be served afterwards and there will be a retiring collection. 
A talk about Australia on Wednesday 14th in the Priory Room at 7.45pm, courtesy 
of the Women’s Institute, and a History Group talk about Medieval Drama; again 
the Priory Room but at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th September, completes the ’Bill of 
Fare’ for the month.  
Hopefully after a full September you might be interested in ‘exploring’ the mind of 
Edgar Alan Poe in Common Ground Theatre Company’s production of The Raven 
on Saturday 8th October. Further details of what could well be an interesting 
production can be found on page 17. 
Finally, I should like to thank all those people who have contributed to this edition of 
the Observer. Hopefully others will find it a good read. If you would like to contribute 
to future editions don’t hesitate to send your offerings to me via the email address 
inside the front cover. 

2   Which stroke always starts the swimming medley relay?  



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
NEWS 

Somebody is still stealing your stuff – Be Vigilant ! 
Old Newton - shed burglaries. 
Police are appealing for information and witnesses after two sheds on an allotment in 
Old Newton were broken into. 
An unknown person(s) broke into the sheds on Station Road sometime between 10pm 
Friday 29th July and 7am Saturday 30th July. A Mountfield lawnmower, SGS strimmer 
and hand tools were stolen. 
Ixworth - outbuilding burglary. 
Police are appealing for information after an outbuilding was broken into on Peddars 
Close. 
Sometime between 10pm Friday 12th August and 9am Saturday 13th August, an 
unknown person(s) gained entry to an outhouse by forcing the door and damaging the 
lock. A pink and black mountain bike and a green road bike were stolen. 
Thurston – motorcycle stolen. 
Officers are appealing for information after a motorcycle was stolen from a garage on 
School Road in Thurston. 
An unknown person or persons forced entry to a garage sometime between Tuesday 2nd 
and Friday 12th August and stole an orange KTM 200 EXC 11 motorcycle registration 
EU03BWD. The bike had been chained and locked in the garage, but these were cut. 
West Suffolk - Commercial vans targeted. 
Police are urging owners of commercial vans to stay vigilant following a series of 
reported thefts or attempted thefts from commercial vans across west Suffolk. 
From Monday 25 July to Wednesday 3 August there have been 17 such reports across 
the west Suffolk area. 
15 incidents saw actual thefts from vehicles and in all cases a variety of power tools and 
DIY equipment were taken, while the other two incidents saw two incidents of 
interference with motor vehicles. All of them took place overnight and six incidents 
took place in Stowmarket, five in Bury St Edmunds, three in Sudbury two in Haverhill 
and one in Cavendish. In five of the incidents the lock of the vehicle had been drilled 
before the items were taken. 

David Murray 

 3 In which country was Picasso born?  

 

Marmaduke: I’ve just been to see a 
most interesting play 
about the writer Poe! 

Christabel: My dear, I think that I 
have read something 
about it in our village 
magazine.  

Priscilla: Then let us see if it 
tells us when it’s on 
and book tickets! 



4  In Centigrade, what is normal body temperature?  



 5 What is the quarter day that falls on 25th March?  

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
Thursday the 29th of September will see the Hall coffee shop again hosting its 
Macmillan Coffee morning, 10.30a.m. till 12 midday. All money raised will be donated 
to Macmillan Cancer Support. Whether you fancy a sausage roll, cheese scone or a slice 
of cake, a hot or cold drink. Come along, enjoy the company and home made baked 
goods, while assisting Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Every penny you raise soon adds up, you'll be helping people living with cancer receive 
vital medical, practical and emotional support, along with their families. 
After a summer break Lara Pepper will be running her popular Pilates classes in the hall 
on a Wednesday morning. All abilities and levels welcome, more information from 
contact@larapepper.com. 
Looking forward to October the Hall is lucky to have the Common Ground Theatre 
Company coming with their autumn tour of The Raven " an excursion into the weird & 
wonderful mind of Edgar Allan Poe".  The evening promises to give the audience 
glimpses of the man and his life through his own words and those of his critics, friends 
and contemporaries. Tickets available to book online via their website 
www.commongroundtc.co.uk 

Amanda Ellis 

WALSHAM OPEN GARDENS  

28th and 29th August 2022 our 40th Anniversary year 
COME TO A PARTY 

Well whatever happened to the summer but here we are at the end of August and the 
40th anniversary Open Gardens is in a few days-time… thanks to Ian Toulson and the 
band of delivery people for getting the Observer out a little earlier this month. 
We have been totally amazed and delighted by the reaction we have had to our ‘….what 
can I do to help….’ leaflet and articles in the Observer and we have hundreds of 
volunteer helpers, as well as over 40 garden owners that we must thank and you all 
know who you are.  
We would like to do that by inviting you all, with partners, to a drinks party in the 
garden of the Beeches and by kind permission of Penelope Robins whose parents did so 
much to establish this wonderful event in the calendar. It will be a chance to meet and 
great old and new friends, pick up your free program, garden owners can pick up their 
all important numbered signs and we can all have fun ahead of the hard work starting at 
the weekend. So please come to our party and the details are as follows: 

6.30pm to 8.00pm Friday the 26th of August 
at the Beeches (just behind the Church) 

for drinks and nibbles…. 
John Stebbing Secretary of the  

Walsham le Willows Open Gardens Trust 
07831 325610 



6  What colour is an emerald? 



 7 A bairn is a Scottish word for what?  

WELCOME TO 
LITTLE WILLOWS 

PRESCHOOL! 
The team at Little Willows have been working hard over the Summer Break to get ready 
to welcome all of the Children back in September.  Thanks to generous funding from the 
Parish Council and Lovell Homes, we have installed new flooring and refreshed our 
outside garden area. The garden now contain some new features such as a mud kitchen, 
cosy den, fairy garden and planters.  

We are thrilled to announce that Kylie Boccius and Sophie Mayhew have both accepted 
promotions in the setting, with Kylie taking on the role of Manager and Sophie moving 
to room leader.  Also joining us for the new year is Mel Bignall in the role of Play 
Practitioner and we also welcome a Pre-School Administrator and a Student Volunteer.  

Over the coming academic year, we hope to start to welcome back volunteers to both the 
pre-school and to the committee.  If you are interested in supporting the preschool in a 
volunteer role please contact reception.littlewillows@gmail.com.  

Our new website and facebook pages will launch in the coming weeks so that we can 
continue to update the community on activities and improvements in the setting.  

We are super excited to welcome all of our staff and children, new and old, and wish 
everyone a wonderful new school year!  

Rachel Robinson 

Chairperson 

Little Willows Pre-school Committee 

WALSHAM OBSERVER SU-DOKU 
 

For the uninitiated, the rules of Su-Doku are 
very simple. 

 

Each row, column and large square must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9 inclusive. 

 

It’s as simple as that, but you must 
apply logic to find which number goes 

where. 
 

So, beginner or expert, happy hunting! 
 

6     2   5 

5 2   8  3   

3    1 9 6   

9 8  6      

 6      5  

     1  4 6 

  1 2 5    7 

  6  9   8 3 

8   3     4 



8  In which range of hills are Cheddar Caves?  



 9 Who wrote Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy?  

WALSHAM LE WILLOWS 
AND DISTRICT WI 

In the end the copious arrangements for wet weather (Thank you Philip) were not 
needed and another scorching day turned into a perfect balmy evening with a light 
breeze to soothe the ladies of the WI arriving for their Walking Netball taster session. 
We registered a good turnout and the footballers at their usual session may have 
wondered at the peals of laughter, chuckles and giggles coming from the tennis court as 
we were put through our paces by our delightful and ever encouraging tutors Tammi and 
Jan. Donning appropriate position jackets there was time for a quick game, where it was 
noted that successful scorers were not necessarily the tallest members! We learned not to 
run with the ball and which lines we could safely cross without being brought up short 
by the ref’s whistle! A reviving cup of tea followed. A lovely evening and not a drop of 
rain in sight! 

 We note that some members already join the sessions at the Walsham Sports club on 
Tuesday am and Thursday pm. 

The meeting closed with thanks to Tammi and Jan. for sharing their expertise with us. 
Our next meeting 14th  Sept has an Australian theme.  

Jill Newell 

STANTON AND DISTRICT 
BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 
At our recent branch dinner our President Sidney Kent read a letter from Her Majesty 
The Queen sending best wishes to all those present for a memorable and enjoyable 
evening at the 75th Anniversary Year of the formation of the Stanton branch, members 
enjoyed an excellent meal provided by Nigel and his helpers. As a result of a raffle held 
that evening £148 was raised for branch funds. 
Due to the sad loss of members David Bleay and Brian Wallace generous donations giv-
en in their memory were made to the branch, as a result £350 was sent to the RBL Suf-
folk County Benevolent fund. 
There will be a Military Veterans coffee morning at RAF Honington Thursday 15th Sep-
tember in the Community Centre please support this event. 
The branch will be holding a sausage and mash evening in the Cock Inn Stanton on 28th 
September 7 30 
Our next branch meeting will be held  Tuesday 13th September in the Cock Inn Stan-
ton  at 8pm 

Hubby Frost 



10  What job does Escamillo do in Carmen?  



 11 Who were Cliff Richard's first backing group?  

HELP 
TO AVOID 

WILDFIRES 
While driving  along the M11 last week I saw a field of standing wheat on fire. Smoke 
and flames licked into the clear sky as a convoy of fire engines advanced along a track to 
put out the blaze. All over Suffolk this past month fields have been burning. A fire on 
August 11th burnt 40 acres of farmland at Rattlesden and required 15 appliances to 
contain the blaze and prevent it spreading to nearby houses. A new fire breaks out 
somewhere in East Anglia almost every day. 

When I was a boy, my uncle and I used to spend happy afternoons burning the stubble in 
the crop fields around Walsham after harvest, running along with pitchforks, quickly 
setting whole fields on fire. Stubble-burning was a quick and easy way to kill pests and 
return mineral-rich ash to the soil. However, it was probably not entirely welcomed by 
people hanging out their washing in the village, as partly burnt embers rained down on 
their white shirts and gardens. A ploughed barrier around the field stopped the fire 
jumping into the hedges, but looking back it was a miracle these fires did not spread, and 
the practice was banned in the 1980s.  

Most of the fires this year are not started deliberately, and are instead caused by multiple 
factors: the unprecedented temperatures, the intense drought, occasional sparks from 
farm equipment striking flints, discarded cigarettes, but most of all from glass bottles, 
lensing the sun’s rays onto bone-dry grasses along verges. 

Only this week, our venerable editor discovered seven discarded bottles along Readings 
Lane, including three bottles of Blossom Hill rosé, and two bottles of Lambrini sparkling 
perry. No doubt it had been a good party, but why stop the car and dump the bottles in a 
farm gateway where they could start a fire? Along the permissive paths and footpaths at 
Four Ashes and along the road to Badwell Ash other bottles have been retrieved, and 
some forty bottles have been picked from the paths and ditches around Potash Farm, 
between the airfield and Wkyen. 

The hot weather has encouraged many of us to picnic more than usual and carry bottled 
liquids when out walking to maintain hydration. Please remember and remind your 
guests that littering is a criminal offence under section 87 of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990. And littering glass bottles during an unprecedentedly hot summer 
drought is especially dangerous. If you see a glass bottle in a ditch or along a verge, 
please pick it up and help prevent a fire in Walsham. 

John Martineau 



12  On which river is Bonn?  

 



 13 How many countries originally formed The Common Market?  

CITIZENS 

ADVICE 
The cost of energy and food is so high now. With the kids home from school for the 
summer, I’m having to pay more for lunches and snacks. I’m worried about how 
I’ll put food on the table. I’m on a prepayment meter and I’m really scared we’re 
going to be left without any gas or electric if I can’t top up. What can I do? 
First of all, I’m really sorry to hear how tough things have been for you. You’re doing 
the right thing in reaching out for support and there are things you can get help with.  
As a prepayment meter customer, your energy supplier will be able to give you 
temporary credit if you can’t afford to top up your meter. They might add this to your 
meter automatically, but if they don’t, you can call them and ask them to do this. 
If you run out of temporary credit, speak to your supplier to explain your situation. They 
may give you extra temporary credit if you’re struggling with living costs. There are 
other reasons why they might give you extra credit too, including if you’re disabled, 
have a long-term health condition, or you have children under the age of 5. You’ll have 
to pay back anything extra you get, but you can agree how to do this in a way you can 
afford with your supplier. 
As you say, the cost of living is really high but there is help available. If you pay council 
tax and you’re in bands A-D, you should get a payment of £150 automatically. It could 
take until the end of September, but if you've not had it already you might need to make 
a claim. 
You might also be able to get help from the Household Support Fund, which helps those 
experiencing financial hardship. They can offer support with energy bills, with food or 
other essentials. 
For more information on the £150 payment or the Household Support Fund, email 
Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Council on 
housingsolutions@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk or call 0300 123 4000. 
There’s more government support coming from October in the form of a £400 payment 
to help you with your energy bills. If you have a prepayment meter, you’ll be given 
vouchers in the first week of each month from October, via text, email or post. Make 
sure your energy company has your up-to-date details. 
To help manage other costs, it’s also worth checking you’re getting all the benefits 
you’re entitled to. There are benefits calculators you can use online or Citizens Advice 
Mid Suffolk can complete a benefit check for you. If you can’t afford to buy food, 
Citizens Advice also can help you get a referral for a food bank. 
We know this is an extremely worrying time and everyone’s situation is different. Don’t 
struggle alone. 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including 
debt, employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 or 
use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information and our 
opening hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 



   14  Where do Sards live when they are at home?  



 15 When can a king in chess move more than one square at a turn?  

WALSHAM’S 
COMMUNITY 

JUBILEE WOOD 
have your say and get involved! 

On Monday September 12th at Walsham Primary School we will be holding an informal 
planning evening at 7pm to which all interested members of the community are warmly 
invited.   
In the coming months, Walsham Le Willows will continue to celebrate the Jubilee by 
beginning work on our new 2 acre site, The Jubilee Wood.  We are very excited to 
collaborate with the community and in particular the school Eco Councillors past and 
present and those new to the village to help plan and plant the second phase of 
community woodland.   
The Wild Wood is a valued asset to the village. We know that our physical and mental 
health are positively impacted by spending time in green spaces. We also know that we 
face an environmental crisis and that as well as benefiting ourselves we can create vital 
space for a wide variety of plants and trees that encourage bird and insect life. Green 
spaces and trees also help to moderate extreme temperatures. It is a win-win situation. 
We will be drawing on ideas put forward at various village events and hoping to add to 
the list so that we can prioritise and accommodate as many suggestions as possible. 
Some initial thoughts are to create a link with the allotments by having an area devoted 
to edible wild planting; to continue the church ride; to create a fritillary and wild flower 
meadow; to commemorate the pandemic with a blossom circle and to plant wooded 
areas of our most successful species from the original planting of the next-door Wild 
Wood. 
We are very enthusiastic about working with the village to develop further green space 
and are delighted that we are able to support part of the Old Town Trust’s aims of 
protecting the environment, conservation and heritage. Please come along to find out 
more, contribute ideas and maybe even volunteer to help with planting or fundraising.  
Light refreshments will be served. See you there! 

Janette Winch 

HISTORY GROUP 

Scaffolds and Stage Devils 
Walsham History Group will next meet on Tues 20th September at 7.30pm in the Priory 
Room. Please note a change from our usual meeting day of Wednesday to Tuesday and 
also the change of venue.  

Our speaker for the evening will be Kate Jewell on ‘Scaffolds and Stage Devils’, who, I 
am sure will enthral us with tales of medieval drama and entertainment in Suffolk.  

We look forward to seeing you. Members free, Visitors £5.00. 



16  Of what part of the body is an electroencephalogram taken?  



 17 Who go on a fast during Ramadan?  

POPPY 
COLLECTORS 

Calling all would be Poppy Collectors. 

I have a faithful band of kind folk who wander the streets of Walsham at the end of 
October and the beginning of November.  They will be seen with a bright red collecting 
tin (made of plastic nowadays!) in one hand, and a box of Royal British Legion goodies 
in the other, going from door to door, in all weathers, asking for donations for this very 
worthy cause. 

I am in need of 3 or 4 new collectors in Walsham, and would love to hear from you if 
you think you can spare some time to help. 

There used to be a collector in Langham, and another in Great Ashfield - both have 
stopped collecting after many years, so if there is anyone out there who would be happy 
to collect in these two villages, I would love to hear from you too. 

Fiona Glover 

01359 258223 figlover@btinternet.com 

COMMON GROUND 
THEATRE COMPANY 

present 

THE RAVEN 

An excursion into the weird and wonderful mind of 
Edgar Allan Poe 

adapted by Pat Whymark 
Walsham-le-Willows Memorial Hall 

Saturday 8th October, 7.30pm 
“One does not become enlightened by imagining figures of light, but by making the 
darkness conscious.” Carl Jung. 
If any writer of the last two hundred years can lay claim to “making the darkness con-
scious” it is surely Edgar Allen Poe. 
An excursion into the weird and wonderful mind of Edgar Allan Poe through his short 
stories; the gothic intensity of “Ligeia”, the palpable malevolence of “The Cask of 
Amontillado”, the sumptuous imagery of “Mask of the Red Death”, and Poe’s most fa-
mous poem of loss and madness, “The Raven”.  
Glimpses of the man and his life are revealed in his own words, and in those of his crit-
ics, contemporaries and friends.  
Using live action, film and original music, Common Ground celebrates the work of this 
remarkable and innovative artist. 
Running time 2 hours 10 mins (including interval) 
Tickets £13 (adults) £10 (21 & under)  



18  What was the staple diet of the Israelites in the wilderness?  



 19 What are the master grades in Judo called?  

SUFFOLK HISTORIC 
CHURCHES CYCLE RIDE 

Saturday 10th September 

9.00am till 5.00pm 
Bike or walk in the Suffolk countryside! A fun day out for all, stopping off at as many 
Churches and Chapels as you can. Such a simple idea, 40 years now since it began in 
many counties all over England. (Norfolk and Suffolk claim to be the originators.)  

Many historic churches, chapels and meeting houses are battling to survive. Roofs leak, 
lead roofs are stolen, ancient timbers rot and medieval stonework crumbles. Now you 
can help by joining this sponsored bike ride or walk discovering beautiful buildings, 
which also raises money for repair and preservation. 

So do pump up your tyres! Please. All contributions to our six churches will be very 
much appreciated. 

Thank you. 

M. Kidd 

259323 

GRAND OPENING OF 
THE BLUE BOAR 

Becky and the Team are excited to announce the reopening of The 
Blue Boar on Saturday 8th October from 12pm.  

We would like to keep the pub as a real British Pub where all members of the 
community can come and socialise and have fun. 

Our plans are to hold a quiz night and karaoke night once a month.  

We will be holding live music events every Saturday with a variety of different music 
types for everyone to enjoy.  

Our aim is to satisfy everyone with our good quality locally sourced food at reasonable 
prices.  

We also are opening our beautiful tearoom that will open at 10am daily and offer a 
wide range of homemade cakes, scones, breakfasts as well as our delicious afternoon 
teas.  

We cannot wait to meet everyone; we look forward to seeing you all very soon.  

If anyone would like to contact me my number is 07801958934.  



20  Which group had a hit with All Around My Hat?  



 21 Where does the tomato originally come from?  

HORTICULTURAL SHOW 
13 AUGUST 2022 

Despite this year being a very difficult year for growing any sort of plant we were very 
lucky to have entries in most of the classes for this year’s show although the number of 
entries were down.  We were extremely grateful to everyone who entered something.  
The number of visitors in the afternoon seemed higher than usual, it was lovely to see 
the hall filled with people chatting over tea and delicious cakes.   
Pauline Batchelor won the Walsham Flower Trophy, the Domestic Cup and the Overall 
Show Trophy. Hubby Frost won the Folkard Cup for vegetables, John Dyer the Novice 
Shield, Hubby Frost won the Folkard Cup for his tomatoes, and John Hall won the WI 
Cup for best item in the Domestic Class. 
The Decorative Cup was won by Diana Turner, Alice Batchelor won the Budding Rose 
Cup and the Williamson Photographic Cup. The Hanging Basket competition was won 
by Rosie Jordan and the Ray Freeborn Sunflower Cup was won by Philip Merry. 
Special thanks this year to everyone who worked so hard to make it a success, from 
setting up the hall, acting as stewards for the judges, baking such delicious cakes and 
serving the teas and for donating raffle prizes. 
Thank you again for your support.  We are always in need of helpers, so if you would 
like to get involved next year do get in touch. Next years show will be on Saturday 12th 
August 2023. 

Debbie Watson  
Horticultural Show Secretary 

 

The full results were: 
 

The Walsham Flower Trophy 
1. Pauline Batchelor 2. C & L Hooper  3. Judith Harlow 

Budding Rose Cup Alice Batchelor 
The Folkard Cup 
1. Hubby Frost  2. Pauline Batchelor 3. John Dyer 

The Williamson Photographic Cup  Alice Batchelor 

Fothergill’s Shield Hubby Frost 
Ray Freeborn Sunflower Cup   Philip Merry & Steph Draper 
Domestic Class Cup 
1. Pauline Batchelor  2. John Dyer  3. Ruth Frost 

Hanging Basket Trophy Rosie Jordan 
The WI Cup  John Hall 
The Novice Shield John Dyer 
Decorative Class  Diana Turner 
Overall Show Winner Award 
1. Pauline Batchelor 2. Hubby Frost 3. John Dyer & Judith Harlow 



22  What is South West Africa now called?  

From Left to Right:-  John Hall, John Dyer,  Pauline Batchelor,  Alice Batchelor, 
Diana Turner,  Philip Merry,  Steph Draper,  Hubby Frost 



 23 When actors say that they are resting what do they mean?  

SPONSOR A ROSEBUSH 
and help to restore the 

Rose Avenue in the Churchyard 
The original rose avenue, along the path to St Mary’s was planted by the Rev’d John 
Rutherford, the then incumbent of St Mary’s and the parish of Walsham, about forty 
years ago and in its time was beautiful. The idea, following the success of the daffodil 
planting, is to restore the original rose avenue leading to the church, which is now no 
longer looking its best, as many of the rose bushes have died or no longer continue to 
flourish. Old photographs show that there were considerably more rose bushes than 
there are now. Some of the current roses have responded to a little tlc in the form of 
pruning and feeding and these will be retained. Overall, the number of rose bushes 
planted along the path will increase and it is hoped that in the future will provide a 
continuous show of roses throughout the summer, giving much pleasure to all. 

Bareroot rose bushes would be chosen and purchased from Peter Beales, where the 
existing rose bushes came from, as they specialise in the type of rose bush we require. 
We intend to choose more disease resistant varieties which will have continuous summer 
into autumn flowering and are attractive to bees. Peter Beales have already been most 
helpful in advising on this project. 

It is hoped that the cost of this project can be met by asking people to sponsor a 
rosebush in memory of a loved one or on behalf of a village organisation or maybe you 
would just like to sponsor a rosebush. 

The cost of sponsoring a rosebush works out at £25.00 to include a bare root rose bush 
and protection in the early stages of growth from damage by deer or rabbits. The Parish 
Council has kindly offered to meet the cost of any fertilizer required. Planting will be 
carried out by volunteers (I hope!) in the autumn. Following the planting, a book or 
similar of dedication will be put together containing a plan of the avenue, the rose bush 
names and recording the names of the sponsors and any words they wish to be added. It 
is hoped that this will be able to be placed in the church.  

If you would like to sponsor a rosebush or have any questions then please contact 
Frances Jenner on 01359 259242 or email me on frances.jenner@hotmail.com for 
further information and payment details.  

Any monies received for sponsorship will be banked by the Open Gardens Trust and 
ringfenced as payment for the above project. 

It would be lovely to see the rose avenue restored to its former glory so I do hope that as 
many people as possible will to help in some way to achieve this. 

Frances Jenner 



24  What animal is shown on the crest of the Falkland Islands?  

07908 010555 



 25 What ship canal bypasses the Niagara Falls?  

STANTON 
CINEMA 

Autumn Programme 
9th September  The Duke (12)           1h 36m 
In 1961, 60-year-old Kempton Bunton stole Goya's portrait of the Duke of Wellington 
from the National Gallery in London. He sent ransom notes saying that he would return 
the painting on condition that the government invested more in care for the elderly. 
What happened next became the stuff of legend. An uplifting true story about a good 
man who set out to change the world and managed to save his marriage. 
14th October   Operation Mincemeat (12A)     2h 08m 
In the context of WW2 narratives, the story of Operation Mincemeat is unique a bizarre 
and seductive cinematic blend of high-level espionage and ingenious fiction, where the 
stakes could hardly be higher. Michelle Ashford's script fuses multiple strands and 
moods: tense, romantic, thrilling, unexpectedly funny, and endlessly surprising. It tells a 
richly human story of the soldiers we seldom see, who fight a different kind of war in 
shadows and deception, haunted by the knowledge that certainty and guarantee of 
success are nowhere to be found. 
11th November      Phantom of the Open (12A)     1h 46 m 
The heart-warming true story of Maurice Flitcroft, who entered the 1976 Open despite 
never playing a round of golf before. The extraordinary story of an ordinary man, THE 
PHANTOM OF THE OPEN is an uplifting and moving comedy drama about pursuing 
your dreams and shooting for the stars, no matter what hand you're dealt. 
9th December       Elvis (12A)         2h 39m 
Elvis follows the story of infamous rock n roll star Elvis Presley seen through the eyes 
of his controversial manager Colonel Tom Parker. The film explores Elvis Presley's 
highs and lows and the many challenges and controversies he received throughout his 
career. 

 
COMMUNITY 

LUNCH 
How are you all coping with the weather, I must admit I’m struggling with the heat 
now! 
Mardi Gras season went down very well in August. Everyone enjoyed their meal, what 
will be on the menu for talk like a Pirate day? 
The Memorial Village Hall will be open from 12.30pm on Monday 12th September 
2022. Lunch will be Hearty Fish Chowder served at 12.45pm - 1pm, followed by Ginger 
pudding with rum & raisin ice cream. Tea and coffee will follow. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Please book a place, at £7.50, with Shirley on 01359 258532 by 5pm on Thursday 8th 
September 2022.  

Shirley White 



26  Who was the last British king to be crowned in Scotland?  

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

There are ten differences between these two pictures see if you can 
find them all before they start getting really political! 



 27 Which sportsmen dance the Haka?  

DIARY OF EVENTS SEPTEMBER 
Sat 3rd Bat Safari 
 Wild Wood          7:30pm 
Sat 10th Churches Ride 
 Suffolk  9am till   .00pm 
Mon 12th Wild Wood Planning 
 Primary School   7.00pm 
Tue 13th Lunchtime Recital 
 St Mary’s          12.15pm  
Wed 14th W.I. Talk on Australia 
 Priory Room      7:45pm 
Tue 20th History Group 
 Priory Room      7:30pm 

OCTOBER 
Sat 8th The Raven  ‘Drama’ 
 Village Hall        7:30pm 
Wed 12th W.I.  Girls of Little USA 
 Priory Room      7:45pm 
Wed 18th History Group 
 TBA                   7:30pm 
Sat 29th Pumpkin Trail 
 Wild Wood     4 till 7pm 

NOVEMBER 
Wed 9th W.I. Stencil Painting 

 Priory Room      7;45pm 
Wed 16th History Group 
 TBA                    7:30pm 

DECEMBER 
Wed 14th W.I. Make do and mend 
 Priory Room       7:45pm 
Wed 7th History Group 
 St Mary’s        7:30pm 

JANUARY 
Wed 11th W.I. Birthday Party 
 Priory Room       7:00pm 

FEBRUARY 
Wed 8th W.I. Shepherds Grove 
 Priory Room 7:45pm 

MARCH 
Wed 8th W.I. Fire Safety 
 Priory Room       7:45pm 

APRIL 
Wed 12th W.I. Pot Luck Supper 
 Priory Room       7:45pm 
Have your village events added to 
this page. 

 

WALSHAM & DISTRICT W.I. 
 

A TALK ON AUSTRALIA 
by Graham Jenner 

 

This Month’s Competition 

An Australian Souvenir 
 

Wednesday 14th September at 7.45pm 
 

The Priory Room 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 
 

Ladies are able to attend 2 meetings free of charge before joining. 



28  Which national newspaper was nicknamed The Thunderer?  



 29 Which singer was nicknamed Barking's Bob Dylan?  



30  In hepatitis what is inflamed?  

Village Hall Car Park on Thursday mornings 



 31 Who named the Hawaiian Islands the Sandwich Islands?  

WALSHAM LE WILLOWS 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th August 2022 commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Memorial Hall.   

[Pending formal approval, these minutes have been informally approved. Any further 
corrections will be proposed & minuted at the next meeting] 

PRESENT: Cllrs. Arbon, Bartholomew, Belson, Mecrow, Roberts and Winch. 

ALSO PRESENT: District Councillors Rick Meyer  

1  OPENING – The meeting commenced at 19:00 

2  APOLOGIES  

a) Apologies had been received by Cllr Kinnair. 

b) Council gave consent to apologies as received. 

3  DECLARATIONS of Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interests 

a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) incl. personal 
interests in items on the agenda and to include declarations of any gifts of 
hospitality - None were declared. 

b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none were 
declared. 

c) To receive requests for dispensations – None required. 

4  MINUTES 

Minutes for meeting of 13th July 2022, as previously circulated, were approved along 
with consent for the Chair to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record with the 
following correction to Agenda item 10: …”It was noted that there will be a Zoom 
briefing for Parish Councillors between the 8th and 10th October.  The Parish Council 
will be asked to endorse the new neighbourhood plan at their meeting on 12th October 
and prior to the Public Exhibition for the draft plan which will be held on Monday 
17th October between 3pm and 8pm in the Memorial Hall.” 

5  REPORTS FOR INFORMATION - to receive written reports for information only: 

 Chair Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and Cllr Fleming not in attendance. District 
Councillor Rick Meyer took questions on his report.   

• Cllr Mecrow asked if there were any plans or possibility of a pedestrian crossing 
being considered across Summer Road to make passage between the grounds from 
one side and the other safer.  Cllr Meyer will make enquiries.  He also said that 
funding for a footpath from Wattisfield Road allotment to the Sports Club was very 
much on the radar but the funding for a much larger project to put in a path from 
Six Bells to the sports club remain uncertain. 

• Cllr Meyer advised that MSDC still has a considerable amount of CIL funding 
available for infrastructure projects which needs to be claimed. 

• Cllr Winch asked if it would be possible to fund cycle paths to other villages.  Cllr 
Meter advised that the distances involved and the standards to which cycle paths 



32  In which geological era to we live?   



 33 Who founded the US Government's Secret Service in 1861?  

have to be build would make this cost prohibitive. 

6  PUBLIC FORUM - No members of the public were present. 

7  PLANNING MATTERS 

a) SHEPHERD’s GROVE (WEST SUFFOLK) – to consider matters relating to this 
development.  

Cllr. Mecrow reported that following his and Cllr Roberts’ attendance at the 
consultation event that there is no further engagement needed at the moment.  Cllr 
Mecrow did want to make the point that it appears that the Environmental Impact 
Assessment has been completed without full details of the engineering requirements 
for the import and removal of materials which would appear to fundamentally 
undermine the accuracy and usefulness of the assessment. 

8 PLANNING OUTCOMES (decided by Mid Suffolk District Council, Planning 
Authority) for noting only – none to report 

9  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – Cllr Belson reported that the writing of the policies is 
moving along at pace and a plan is emerging.  The Clerk was asked to minute 
significant upcoming dates following the last meeting of the group on 27 th July. 

• 8th & 21st September – Next meetings 

• Neighbourhood Plan should be delivered to the Parish Council – end September 

• Zoom briefing for Parish Councillors – 5th October 

• Formal Parish Council consideration and endorsement – 12th October 

• Public Exhibition – 17th October between 3pm and 8pm in the Memorial Hall. 

• Public Consultation – from 17th October through to December. 

10 PLAY AREA DEVELOPMENT 

a) Cllr Belson referred to Cllr Kinnair’s report circulated 07/08/2022 and reported a 
very positive meeting with Premier Play Solutions [PPS] who had arrived well in 
advance of arranged meeting time and had already marked out the area and were 
ready to discuss refinements that had been flagged.  There will be two key 
members of PPS on site during construction they will communicate with the Parish 
Council as the installation progresses.  It is anticipated that the Play Area will be 
closed for two weeks beginning on Monday October 3rd and the area will be fenced 
off.  ‘No Access’ signs will be positioned on the fencing. The safety surfaces 
required were discussed and agreed.  Clerk to procure signage like that recently 
purchased for litter pick. 

11  FINANCE 

a) Council approved the bank reconciliation for period ending 31st July 2022 which 
was signed by Cllr Bartholomew. 

b) Accounts awaiting payment summary and invoices were signed and payments 
approved by Cllrs Bartholomew and Roberts. (Appendix 1). 

c) The approval of the internal check report (March) from Cllr Winch was postponed 
to October when checks for March, June and September will be approved. 

d) Cllrs. Mecrow and Roberts agreed to carry out the internal control checks for June 
and September. Clerk to circulate documentation. 

e) The August CIL bid round considered applications for CIL funding from the 
following as per the applications circulated 02/08/22: 



34  What mountain range is called the 'Backbone of Italy'?  
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• Little Willows pre-school for refurbishment and redecoration to allow for more 
flexible use; amount requested £6,000. This was considered but the Clerk 
advised that this project is excluded from receiving CIL funding as it has already 
commenced and is nearing completion.  However, it was proposed that a grant 
of up to £6,000 be made from the general budget. Proposed by Cllr Roberts, 
seconded Cllr Arbon. Unanimously approved.  

• Gardens Weekend Committee for Four Ashes commemorative signage; amount 
requested £800.  This was considered and it was proposed that this was not 
granted on the basis the project does not fall within the criteria of ‘infrastructure’ 
and ‘benefit to the whole village’.  There were also concerns about ‘value for 
money’.  It was proposed that this request be refused, proposed by Cllr Arbon 
and seconded by Cllr Roberts and carried unanimously. 

• Sports Club for portable container accommodation suitable for the housing of a 
gym annexed to the Sports Club; amount requested £10,000; this was considered 
and a CIL award of £8,000 was proposed which it was hoped would demonstrate 
support from the Parish Council to assist with the considerable further sums that 
need to be raised to deliver this project.  Proposed Cllr Arbon, seconded Cllr 
Roberts and unanimously approved.  

• Parochial Church Council for the refurbishment of windows and flooring plus 
redecoration; amount requested £10,200.   The Clerk and Cllr Meyer were of the 
opinion that there was a restriction on the Parish Council funding Parochial 
Church Council or Diocesan assets. The Clerk was asked to seek definitive 
guidance on this matter. In the meantime, it was proposed that an in-principle 
CIL award be approved for a sum up to 75% of invoices received with a 
maximum of £7,500 and subject to guidance on the legality of the Parish 
Council funding ecclesiastical or church bodies.  

• Next round of CIL bids will be considered at the October meeting and need to be 
with the Clerk at least two weeks in advance (by 28th October). 

12 STATUTORY BUSINESS 

a) To consider and receive the new code of conduct for approval and adoption (to be 
circulated by 5th August).  The Clerk had circulated information, but this was too 
late for consideration at this meeting.  The Clerk therefore advised this would have 
to be postponed until the next meeting. 

13 CLERK & COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

a) To consider and receive the updated action log for any matters of concern/note.  

• The Clerk had been advised that part 2 of the Local Plan is not due until 2024.  
Part 1 has still not been approved and adopted by MSDC. 

• Stream verges had now been cut the length of the stream following a on on-site 
meeting with the Clerk. This will be monitored. 

• Clerk advised that the decking for repairs to the Play Area boardwalk had been 
ordered in sum of £177.76 under provision in Financial Regulation allowing the 
Clerk to authorise payments up to £500 in emergency situations.  The decking 
that had been sourced to match existing would include cost of £100 for delivery 
which had not been anticipated but this needed to be ordered so that it could be 
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 37 In which city is The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie set?  

fitted before the Gardens Weekend takes place. 

• Clerk advised that it was hoped that a conversation would be had in the next few 
days with the contractor about annual stream banks clearance. 

b) Cllr. Mecrow reported on the landowner concerns re access to Fishponds Lane 
following recent fires in adjacent fields.  There are issues with the bollards installed 
by MSDC which snag on vehicles passing over them.  The Parish Council 
originally asked for swing gates but these were refused.  The Clerk will follow up 
with MSDC advising that bollards supplied are not fit for purpose. It is now thought 
that the fires resulted from sagging electricity wires and birds or wind shorting and 
showering dry fields below with sparks.  UKPN are to address this.   

c) The draft advertisement for a pavement sweeper (circulated 02/08/2022) was 
considered and approved for publication.  Clerk to action. 

d) To consider and receive any other matters of concern/note (not for decision). 

• In relation to action log items re liaison with Lovell’s in October on various 
matters, Cllr Belson noted the requirement upon developers of the Acorns site to 
install a footpath from the NW corner of the site out to Fishponds Way.  He 
noted that this will require a bridge.  Clerk to add to log for action in October 
with other items. 

• Cllr Belson circulated a breakdown of finances for the Wildwood for 2020 and 
2021 for information when Council is considering annual donations.  

• Clerk to advise grass cutting contractor of Play Area closure dates. 

• Cllr Belson asked if a pre Gardens Weekend litter pick was to be carried out.  
Cllrs Mecrow and Roberts agreed to organise.  Clerk to send out emails and info 
for 9am Saturday 20th meeting at Memorial Hall. 

e) Next Monthly Meeting – 14th September 2022, 7pm in Memorial Hall (to me 
minuted by Cllr Winch against agenda prepared by the Clerk). 

Meeting closed at 20:36 

APPENDIX 1  

Payments for Authorisation August 2022 
 

 

# Payments OUT Amount Description 

1 Memorial Village Hall £25.00 Hall Hire PC meeting July 

2 CGM £180.00 Play Area Grass cutting July x 2 

3 Kevin Boardley £19.76 Reimbursement stationery 

4 Parish Council Employee £365.77 Wages 

# Payments IN & Other Payments Amount Description 

1 Bank CHARGES £18.00 Quarter to 30th June 2022 

2 Bank Interest RECEIVED £57.54 Quarter to 30th June 2022 
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 39 Branches of which tree are a symbol of peace?  

FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH 
This year’s Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride Day takes place on Saturday 10th 
September. The funds raised being used for the preservation of our churches and 
chapels across the County. St Mary’s will be open to welcome those taking part, and as 
always any contribution towards the day would be appreciated; whether taking part in 
either walking or cycling, sponsoring, or sitting in church for an hour to sign the 
participants forms. Please do contact myself or the local organiser Mary Kidd. 

Elsewhere in the magazine are details of a lunchtime recital in church on Tuesday 13th 
September, 12.15-1.00pm; all are most welcome. 

St Mary’s Harvest Festival service will be held in church at 11.00am on October 2nd; 
an informal Songs of Praise followed by an equally informal ‘bring and share’ lunch 
with a glass of wine; offers of food would be most welcome. 

The following afternoon, Monday 3rd October, Walsham School will be holding their 
Harvest Festival Service in the church at 1.30pm, led by the Bishop of Dunwich, 
Bishop Mike; everyone is again most welcome. 

With all of that in mind, as you read this article, for many the summer holidays will 
either have ended or be drawing to a close. Pupils, students and teaching staff of all 
ages will be preparing for or already be into a new academic year. Some for the first 
time; others having returned after the summer holidays, and many having moved to 
different schools and colleges. 

They may be happy and excited, perhaps uncertain and apprehensive, but for each of 
them it will be a time of new experiences and new opportunities, and through teaching 
and hard work, new skills will be developed and existing abilities improved. 

However, these New Beginnings come in many shapes and forms and do not cease 
when we stop growing. More than ever, men and women of all ages find themselves 
making a fresh start; perhaps a second career, changed family circumstances, maybe 
even a renewed sense of being drawn to explore the deeper things of life. 

But education and training are not simply about academic achievement or career 
development. Training and education are not quite the same thing. Training develops 
the skills we need for specific tasks, but education equips us for life, a life that we live 
in relationship with one another and with God. Each one of us is part of a wider society 
and it is here that we learn social interaction and develop inter-personal skills such as 
conversation and listening, patience and tolerance 

Through the teaching and example of Jesus we learn how to become fully human and to 
discern God’s purpose in our lives. Each individual is enabled by God’s grace to use 
their own particular abilities for the benefit of all, so that we can live in love and 
harmony with one another and grow in relationship with Him. To that end Jesus 
promises to be with us at all times and in all places until our School of Life is over, and 
He brings us to share with Him in the life and light of His eternal Kingdom. 

Philip 

Benefice Priest 



40  What colour is the starboard light on a ship?  

Date Service Church 

28th August 11th after Trinity  

  8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

  9.30am Holy Communion Finningham 

4th September 12th after Trinity  

  9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Finningham 

11.00am Songs of Praise Walsham 

  3.00pm Evensong Westhorpe 

11th September 13th after Trinity  

  8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

  9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Badwell Ash 

11.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

18th September 14th after Trinity  

  8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

  9.30am Holy Communion Finningham 

11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving Langham 

21st September Wednesday  

  9.30am Holy Communion Walsham 

25th September 15th after Trinity  

  8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

  9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving/Baptism Westhorpe 

11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving Wattisfield 

2nd October 16th after Trinity  

  8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

  9.30am Holy Communion Finningham 

11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving/ 
Songs of Praise 

Walsham 

SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES 



 41 'April is the cruellest month' starts which poem?  

BACK TO NATURE 
Attracting Insects back to the countryside has really stepped up a gear with the new 
government grants and initiatives for farmers. 

In late June I joined about 50 others visiting Fairoaks Farm in Westhorpe. Once known as 
a place to buy potatoes and eggs, and where they kept pigs, chickens and grew a range of 
crops, the 32 acre farm can no longer be run economically as a modern arable farm. 
Instead, the owners and the contract farmers have taken the bold move to draw up an 
Environmental Stewardship Plan and turn the whole farm over to wildlife enhancement. 
Two years on, the farm is buzzing with wildlife. 

Wildlife: insects, birds and pond life don’t just happen, they need the right habitat and 
food supplies, consistently, to be healthy and multiply. At Fairoaks, this is happening on 
several levels. The fields have been divided up into separate areas providing food and 
cover for different creatures. Some areas are sown with a nectar-rich flower mix to 
provide food for butterflies, bees and other pollinators (Sanfoin, winter vetch, lucerne, 
clover, musk yarrow, mustard and black knapweed). It sounds, and looks like a trek 
through “Cider with Rosie” country. Other areas are created to provide un-cropped, 
cultivated habitats for a wide range of declining annual arable plants which are ideal for 
insects and other invertebrates and farmland birds. Then there are the flower rich margins 
and plots which provide habitat and foraging sites for insects and birds. These contain 
wild carrot, meadow fescue, oxeye daisy, black knapweed and others. There are areas 
planted to provide bird food right through the winter with sorghums, sunflowers, millets, 
mustard and fodder radish. And in winter, when the seeds have all gone, they supplement 
the bird feed with hand thrown seed until the spring sees new growth. So far, they have 
recorded the delights of linnet, reed bunting and yellow hammers. There is also at least 
one pair of turtle doves. These summer visitors rely on ground-based seeds for feed and 
because of intensive farming practices their numbers have declined 90% since 1994. 
There are barn owls too. Last year there was one chick, this year there are three.  

For aquatic life there is change too. The range and amount of aquatic life is indicative of 
water quality. The farm sits at the head of the source of the River Dove and flowing water 
is largely dependent upon drainage from the fields, so the presence of caddis, leaches, 
water boatmen and stickle back just 2 years after they stopped using herbicides on the 
fields is hugely encouraging. During hot summer months the water dries out on the 
stream bed, but there’s still life below the surface. A large pond has been dug as well to 
encourage great crested newts. 

All of this renewal is being measured and monitored and the data is being shared with the 
Suffolk Biodiversity Records Centre and 10 other projects (e.g. The British Trust for 
Ornithology, Anglia Ruskin University). Overall, the numbers are beginning to improve. 
They have recorded 57 species of birds, 22 species of butterflies and over 80 species of 
moths.  
We can all benefit from the work going on in Westhorpe. Bee keepers will have well fed 
bees, the farmers will have improved pollination of crops, and we can all enjoy the 
increase in birdlife and wildlife generally that will radiate out from Fairoaks. They are 
looking for volunteers to help with their monitoring and counting of wildlife so if you 
want to get involved look them up on Facebook “Fairoaks Farm”. 

Alison Martin 



42  What does one use to make a 'sanguine' drawing?  

MORE OR LESS 
 

 
 
 

The numbers 1 to 5 should appear in 
each row and column. 

 
The greater and less signs indicate the 

relative size of adjacent numbers. 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         



 43 What is a group of Freemasons called?  

WILDLIFE IN SEPTEMBER 
This month can be a busy month for many animals as we enter the late summer.   One 
particular bird we may see more of is the Eurasian Jay.  This exotic looking bird may 
stop you in your tracks when you see it.  They are a species of crow and although they 
are wide spread across Britain they are a very shy bird.  They spend most of their time 
on the ground very quietly moving and looking through the foliage.  This however is 
about to change.  Data from Birdtrack, which is an interactive recording system run by 
the British Trust of Ornithology, shows that the sightings of Jays climb rapidly during 
September which will peak in October, with twice the number of sightings.  As late 
summer turns into Autumn these birds start collecting acorns, nuts and seeds to see 
them through the winter.  During this time they are spending longer on the ground and 
will be going back and forth to bury the food that they find.  They will also become a 
lot more vocal and their shrieks earned them the name of ‘screamer of the woods’ 
Another species that you will have been seeing more of is the European Wasp!  Have 
you ever wondered why there are so many about all of a sudden?  These are female 
worker Wasps.  By now the Wasps will have stopped laying eggs and with no new 
larvae to feed the end is near for these workers.  They are doomed as adult Wasps sip 
sugar for food, in the earlier months this food source was provided by the larvae they 
looked after.  When they brought the larvae a protein rich carnivorous meal, in 
exchange the larvae would produce a sweet fluid which the adults would feed on.  So 
now there are no larvae they must find food elsewhere.  This is why you see Wasp’s 
around all of a sudden as they search for nectar and fruits for a sugary solution, once 
these food sources dwindle they will often come over to our foods and picnics in the 
fight to stay alive a little longer. 
If we think back a few months ago back in May and June, the Elder trees were covered 
in cream coloured scented flowers.  These flowers attracted many insects especially 
Hoverflies and Pollen Beetles, and maybe a few humans to make a refreshing 
cordial.  Now the flowers have been pollinated and there are clusters of dark purple 
berries although they look black in colour.  They may look good but do not eat raw 
Elderberries as they are bitter and also toxic.  However, these berries will attract many 
species of birds such as, Starlings, Woodpigeons, Blackbirds, Thrushes, Robins, Tits 
and Warblers.  Researches have found that more species of birds feed on Elderberries 
than any other native British fruit! 

Angie Nice  

Braced in the waters . . .  
Scarecrow in the flooded field 
Grimly endures it. 
 
Ah my forest hut . . .  
Where the friendly woodpecker 
Knocks at door and post. 

Weeping . . . willows 
Kneel here by the waterside 
Mingling long green hair 
 
Perched on the bamboo 
Marker of a new-dug grave . .. . 
The waiting dragonfly. 

A FEW HAIKUS 



44  Which county cricket club's badge depicts a daffodil?  

Services for September 
We are open for worship each 
Sunday at 11.00 & 6.30 so why 
not come along? Please be assured of a warm welcome; it would be lovely to see you. 
4th   (to be confirmed)       
11th   Rev Stephen Holland   (Westhoughton Evangelical Church, Lancs) 
18th  Dr. David Allen               (Walsham-le-Willows Congregational Church ) 
25th  Harvest Thanksgiving  

Rev. Kyle Paisley          (Oulton Broad Free  Presbyterian Church, Suffolk)                                        
Lessons From the Leaves.  

The national symbol of Canada is the maple leaf, and its bold and easily recognisable 
shape is to be found, in red, upon the nation’s flag. The symbol of the maple leaf was 
chosen because of the prominent role the maple tree has played in the nation’s history, 
whether it be from the desirable timber or the sap of the tree that gives us maple syrup. 

Importantly, we understand that the maple leaf is a symbol that reminds us of Canada 
and, likewise, we can also look upon all leaves and see that they can remind us of 
ourselves. In the Bible we are told ‘we do all fade as a leaf’ (Isaiah 64:6) and this is a 
universal symbol of mankind, that we can be likened to leaves. 

Because of the long, hot, dry summer this year the first few leaves have already faded 
and fallen gently to the ground and soon, as summer turns to autumn, the few will be 
joined by the tens, the hundreds, and the thousands until all around is carpeted as every 
leaf has fluttered to the ground. This is the unstoppable order of things that the vigorous 
and vibrant growth of spring moves to the maturity of summer and fades into autumn. So 
it is with us, the flush of youth passes and we find our strength, energy, and appearance 
fade, and life eventually passes away like the leaf.  

 It is surely then important to remember what is the ‘end of all men’ (Ecclesiastes 7:2). 
The leaf is frail and will fall in autumn, but it can fall early, perhaps by an unexpected 
summer wind or, as it is this year, by a fierceness of heat. Sadly, we too may not reach the 
autumn of our lives and fulfil our ‘threescore years and ten’ (Psalm 90:10); however, 
unlike the leaf, God has kindly warned us of what is to come and graciously given us 
opportunity to prepare. Through true and sincere repentance of sin, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only Saviour, comes the promise of forgiveness, and eternal life in his 
presence for evermore. Seek him while there remains opportunity as it is still the day of 
God’s grace to lost sinners. 

 

——————————————————————————————————— 
Whosoever believeth in him should not perish,  

but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:16) 

Walsham 
Congregational 

Church 
The Street, Walsham-le-Willows, Suffolk. IP31 3AZ     

Church Secretary (John Landymore) 01359 - 258986 



 45 Which party was trees the forerunner of the Liberals?  

 

GREEN DILEMMAS 
plastic recycling 

No one really disputes that plastic can be incredibly useful. However, there is increasing 
awareness of the problems it is causing. In the Blue Planet, David Attenborough said that 
plastic is “vile” and “horrible” and the amount of plastic floating in the ocean is 
“horrific”. Every year, about 8 million tons of plastic waste escapes into the oceans. 
That’s the equivalent of setting five garbage bags full of trash on every foot of coastline 
around the world.  
There are of course many ways to reduce the use of plastic: use local shops with less pre-
packaged products, use reusable containers, use refillable products, find alternative 
products that don’t use plastic, and don't buy certain products at all. This requires going 
through everything we buy and questioning whether much of this plastic can be avoided.  

The Big Plastic Count revealed that UK households throw away 96 billion pieces of 
plastic every year and only 12% of it is actually recycled in the UK. The other 88% is 
burnt, buried, or dumped overseas. 

One key problem with recycling is that it isn't always obvious which items can be 
recycled and the labelling where present is confusing. Many products have multiple 
different types of plastic with different recycling characteristics. The classic example is 
the coffee cup which has a film which prevents the liquid from seeping into the paper 
which therefore means you need a special facility to recycle the cups.  Even for plastic 
items that can be recycled, its quality decreases each time it is recycled so unlike glass or 
metal it can’t be recycled infinitely. 

Are things likely to get any better?  
The Environment Act of 2021 seeks to establish greater consistency in recycling 
facilities and labelling. There is a plan for a Deposit Return Scheme for drinks containers 
(plastic bottles, glass bottles and cans made from steel or aluminium). This would mean 
citizens would have a strong incentive to recycle bottles as they would be worth money. 
This is significant as the UK uses an estimated 14 billion plastic drinks bottles per year! 

Another important development is Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) which 
would mean the producer is responsible for the costs of waste collection and recycling. 
The theory is that this will result in producers making products with reduced recycling 
requirements. Unfortunately, the implementation of these initiatives has been put on hold 
until after 2024.  
In Suffolk clean plastic bottles, pots, tubs and food trays as well as empty bathroom and 
household cleaning containers with the tops on can all be put in the recycling bin. Clean 
soft plastic like crisp packets, plastic film and wrapping can separately be taken to one of 
the larger supermarkets. Larger hard plastic items and Tetra Paks can be taken to the 
recycling centre. Some items like polystyrene can’t be recycled at all. 
We all need to try and reduce our use of plastic whenever we can. Where we can’t we 
need to use the existing recycling facilities as best as possible. It's difficult to escape the 
conclusion that unless we can significantly reduce our use of plastic the problems are 
likely to continue to grow. 

Richard Winch 



46  Where do the Beefeaters guard?  



 47 In which Dickens novel does Mr Micawber feature?  

PRINCE CHARLES 
IS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT 

You can converse with trees 
Five elderly cricketers mused together under the shade of one of the Sports Club’s 
magnificent oaks on Sunday 14th August; it was very much the normal waffling of old 
men about how much better they performed in their prime. At some point in the 
conversation the subject turned to the oak tree under which they were sitting and 
various guesses were made as to how old the tree was and what antics had taken place 
under its canopy by the lusty youth of yesteryear. Now I cannot be sure which part of 
the conversation the oak tree took exception to but the odds are that if the tree was a 
she, it might have the language and tenor of the subjects covered but I am inclined to 
think it was because they were talking of her age. Now all of us know that although old 
men proudly boast of their age, you never should mention a lady’s age in her company 
so I am inclined to think that was what pushed her over the edge. The good news is, 
that rather like the old men underneath, the oak tree also suffered from memory lapses 
and it wasn’t until the early hours of Monday morning that she remembered and 
decided to let a large bough break off in the hope that the rude b……….s below would 
get their comeuppance.  

One of the old  b……s 



48 Which two towns formed Budapest in 1872?  

 

SUFFOLK HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST 

CYCLE RIDE 
 

Sat 10th September 
9:00am till 5:00pm 

 

Forms available now 
from St Mary’s or Mary Kidd  

 

Across 
1. Reject the returning outcast.  (5) 
4. Out of condition and weathered badly. 

(5) 
7. Such a welcome watering hole for the 

group. (5) 
8. Peggy Lee’s illness. 
9. Does one need crocs to raise a rumpus. 

(9)  
16. Might I assume that I am warmly 

covered. (5) 
17. The quarrel I created about this antique. 
18.  Shady dealers of broken rails (5) 
19.  Shove this craft. (5) 
Down 
1. Do the trios run amok? (5) 
2. One rose up to become a fraud. (6) 
3. The sole arrangement was not to win. 

(4)  
4. Reject the offer of rubbish. (6) 
5. Rescue five in the rough sea. (4) 
6. These are threads to all those tales. (5) 
10. Looks fixedly but does not go up or 

down. (6) 
11. Could the one in front be made to be a 

pusher? 
12. It remains a short way to feel unwell. 

(5) 
13. Cruel changes to filthy money. (5) 
14. Hear a bid for the ancient king. (4) 
15. Copy found in the scribbled notes. (4) 

WALSHAM OBSERVER CROSSWORD 
1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6. 

           

7.      8.     

           

           

 9.   10.    11.   

12.          13. 

  14.    15.     

16.      17.     

           

18.      19.     



49 Where is the HQ of OPEC?  

CRICKET IS BETTER… 
In the autumn of the cricket season, with September approaching and the football pitch 
ominously bearing down on the carefully curated square, it’s the start of the reflection on 
the months passed in the quiet company of others. 
Cricket is better in the sun.  We have been blessed with sun.  Almost too much sun.  But 
it is better than the cold and the rain.  Nothing disheartens more than a steady drizzle – 
the one that perpetuates cold but doesn’t allow everyone to troop off to the bar early and 
pretend to all those waiting at home that the game really did carry on.  True – some of 
the scenes of cricket this year look like the dustbowls of the sub-Sahara, but on the 
upside, a chance to test the cordial mixing abilities of opposition more frequently.  
Cricket is better when played by the young.  Albie Bryant-Howe opened the batting for 
Suffolk U10s this month.  One likes to imagine his first scoring shot was the reverse 
paddle sweep.  His infectious passion for the game is matched only by young Henry 
Jackson.  They are inseparable.  Further proof that the cricket is better played by the 
young comes with the league topping performances of the U11s and U15s.  A team is 
forged by individuals supporting others – and these two groups embody that spirit. 
Universally accepted, cricket is better when Nick Smith plays.  It is one of the 
unfathomable laws of nature.  Some say that is because everyone is not quite certain 
which bit of flesh Nick will field the ball with; or how long a single grip on his bat will 
last; or whether he will come on to bowl.  One day Thomas Cadge will return to play and 
things will be complete. 
Cricket is, or rather was, better in the old days.  The modern troupes, the influencers, the 
trendsetters all have superfans.  Walsham cricket has the bench – a place where the 
greats go to reside and pass judgement on antics unfurled before them.  Arguable 
whether cricket was better in their playing days – no doubt it was different – but we revel 
in the stories. 
And undoubtedly, cricket is better in the bar after the game.  Runs are flashier, catches 
more acrobatic, misses more disastrous – fuelling the next generation of bench 
occupiers. 
September may bring league success for the Sunday XI. Wish them luck or come and 
join that bench on the 4th September.  Stay to hear the stories in the bar – they will amaze 
you. 

James French 

SEARCHING FOR WORDS 

Starting with any letter and moving horizontally, 
vertically or diagonally, see how many words of three 
letters or more you can find, using each letter only 
once in each word. 

There should be one nine letter word which might 
keep you warm.    

Get 40 words and you are doing well.  

E I D 

W R E 

N O D 



50 Which are the three disciplines of the Triathlon?  

Get the boy to school, collecting all the things that he needs on the way. 

A MAZE WITH A DIFFERENCE 
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SPORTS CLUB REPORT 
Football  
The first team have had a difficult start to their new season losing all 4 games to date. 
Let's hope their fortunes  change quickly. 
The club teams’ home fixtures and start times in September are:- 
First Team  
Saturday 17th v Brantham Athletic 3pm 
Reserve Team  
24th Sept v Halstead Town. 3pm  
Under 18s   
Thursday 8th v Histon kick 7.45pm 
Thursday 22nd v Newmarket Town 7.45 pm 
A Team   
Saturday 28th August  v Sporting 87 A 2.30pm 
Saturday 3rd v Westerfield  United Reserves  2.30pm 
Saturday 10th v Framlingham Town A 2.30pm 
Saturday 24th v Hope Church  2.30pm 
Cricket  
Saturday 3rd Sept v Long Melford  12.30pm 
Sunday 4th Sept v Newmarket 1.00pm 
Sunday 11th September  v Copdock and Old Ipswichians 1.00pm 
Bowls 
The League season has now finished but the section will be holding their Finals Day on 
Saturday 10th September  starting at 10am. There will be plenty for everyone to enjoy 
so come along and have a roll up. 
What's On 
Sunday 4th September   
Mega Bingo in the Marquee in aid of Elodie Waugh. The Bingo starts at 7pm. Everyone 
welcome.  Nearly all Observer readers will be familiar with Little Elodie’s plight  and 
all monies raised will be gratefully received. Please come along have fun and help raise 
money for a very worthwhile  cause. 
Friday 16th September is our final Friday Night  of the summer featuring  Gemma B . 
The fun starts at 6.30pm. All comers are welcome 
Sunday 18th September  
Bingo in the clubhouse starting at 7pm. Everyone welcome.  
For information on these and other events please contact Gordon Ross on 07790 564674 
or email to gordonaross2@gmail.com  
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TWO CAKES 
 

Apple and Hazlenut Cake 
 

240gm Bramley apples, weighed after peeling and coring 
90gm butter, softened   120gm soft brown sugar 
2 eggs      240gm flour 
1tsp baking powder   ½tsp bicarbonate of soda 
½tsp ground cinnamon  60gm raisins 
60gm chopped hazelnuts 
 

Set oven to 170ºC or Mark 3. Grease and line a 900gm loaf tin. First, peel, core and 
slice the apples and cook in a pan with just a very little water, until reduced to a 
pulp. Cream together the butter and sugar in a bowl until light and fluffy. Beat in 
the eggs one at a time with a little flour. Sift in the remaining flour with the baking 
powder, bicarbonate of soda and cinnamon, add the apple purée, raisins and 
chopped nuts and mix well together. Put into the tin and bake for 70 to 80 minutes 
until a skewer inserted comes out clean. Leave in the tin for about 10 minutes then 
turn out on to a wire rack to cool. 

Carrot and Fruit Cake 
 

120gm unsalted butter, softened   2tsp baking powder 
60gm soft brown sugar       180gm carrots, finely grated 
60gm clear honey        90gm sultanas 
3 large eggs beaten             90gm ground almonds 
240gm wholemeal flour       grated rind and juice of one orange 
 

Set oven to 150ºC or Mark 2. Grease and line an 18cm round cake tin. Cream to-
gether the butter, sugar and honey in a bowl until light and fluffy. Gradually beat in 
two eggs, adding a little flour towards the end. Fold in the remaining flour with the 
baking powder and mix in the grated carrot, sultanas and ground almonds. Finally, 
fold in the grated orange rind and juice. Put into the tin and bake for 1½to 2 hours 
until a skewer inserted comes out clean. Leave in the tin for a few minutes and turn 
out on a wire rack to cool. 



WHAT’S THE PLURAL 
 

No one for spelling at a loss is 
Who boldly spells Rhinocerosses; 
I’ve known a few (I can’t say lots) 
Who called the beasts Rhinocerots, 
Though are not so bad (Oh fie!) 
As those who say Rhinoceri. 
One I have heard (Oh holy Moses!) 
Who plainly say Rhinoceroses, 
While possibly a Fourth-Form Boy 
Might venture Rhinoceroi - 
The moral that I draw from these is 
The plural’s what one damn well pleas-
es. 

Anon 
 
 
 
 
 

SWIFTS 
 

Sky high flying 
black images flashing, 
riotously arrowing 
dipping and diving 
wheeling whirling 
skittishly screaming 
wee-eee-eeeing, 
twisting twirling 
skimming rooftops 
swooping round chimneys, 
scaling treetops 
dive bombing under 
telephone cabling, 
rushing in on you 
breaking away, 
such exhilaration 
in their preparation 
for the long flight home. 

Rob Barber 

I take it you already know 
Of rough and bough and cough and dough? 
Others may stumble, but not you 
On hiccough, thorough, laugh and through? 
Well done! And now you wish perhaps 
To learn of these familiar traps? 
 
Beware of heard, a dreadful word, 
That looks like beard and sounds like bird, 
And dead; it’s said like bed not bead, 
For Goodness’ sake don’t call it deed! 
Watch out for meat and great and threat, 
They rhyme with suite and straight and debt. 

A moth is not a moth in mother 
Nor both in bother, broth in brother, 
And here is not a match for there, 
Nor dear and fear for bear and pear, 
And then there’s does and rose and lose - 
Just look them up and goose and choose, 
 
And cork and front and word and ward 
And font and front and word and sword. 
And do and go and thwart and cart - 
Come, come, I’ve hardly made a start! 
A dreadful language? Man Alive, 
I mastered it when I was five! 

Anon 

HINTS ON PRONUNCIATION FOR FOREIGNERS 

THREE POEMS 
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MONDAY 
Community Lunch     Village Hall 

2nd Monday   12:45pm 
Walking Football        Sports Club 

8:00pm till 9:00pm 
TUESDAY 

Walking Netball          Sports Club 
10:00am till 11:00am 

Pilates Class                Village Hall 
1:30pm till 2:30pm  

Walking Football        Sports Club 
2:00pm till 3:00pm 

WEDNESDAY 
Pilates Classes            Village Hall 

  9:15am till 10:15am 
Positive Steps             Sports  Club 

11:30am till 12:30pm 
Carpet Bowls               Sports Club 

2:30pm till 4:00pm 
WI Meeting               Priory Room 
7:45pm Second Wed of the Month 

THURSDAY 
Coffee Shop               Village Hall 

10:30am till Noon 
Post Office Van          Village Hall 

11:00am till Noon 
Yoga                           Sports Club 

1:15 pm till 2:15pm 
Walking Football       Sports Club 

2:00pm till 3:00pm 
Walking Netball         Sports Club 

6:00pm till 7::00pm 
Community Yoga     Priory Room 

7:15 pm till 9:15pm 
FRIDAY 

 
SATURDAY 

Pop-up Shop              Village Hall 
Last Saturday in the month 

SUNDAY 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
FOOD BANK 

To help, get involved or to discuss your needs 

please contact Amanda on 01359 258646 or 
email wlwcommunitycouncil@outlook.com 
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Die  Died Dire  Doe  Doer 
Don  Dower Drew Dried Drown 
Eon   Erode Eroded Ire  Iron  
Nod  Node Nor  Now Ode  
Ore  Owe Own Red  Redo 
Rid  Ride Rod  Rode Roe  
Row Weir Weird Were Wide 
Wider Wire Wired Woe  Won 
Word Wore Worn Eiderdown (44)  

1. Harold Pinter,  2. Backstroke,  3. Spain,  4. 37ºC,  5. Lady Day,  6. Green,  
7.  A young child,  8. The Mendips,  9. John Le Carre,  10. Bullfighting,   
11. The Drifters (later Shadows),  12. The Rhine,  13. Six,  14. Sardinia,   
15. When castling,  16. The brain,  17. Muslims,  18. Manna,  19. Dan,   
20. Steeleye Span,  21. South America,  22. Namibia,  23. Out of work,  24. A sheep,  
25. The Welland Canal,  26. Charles II in 1651,  27. New Zealand's rugby players,   
28. The Times,  29. Billy Bragg,  30. The liver,  31. Captain James Cook,   
32. The Cenozoic,  33. Allan Pinkerton,  34. The Apennines,  35. The Radio Times,   
36. London,  37. Edinburgh,  38. Hickstead,  39. The olive tree 40. Green,   
41. The Waste Land by T S Eliot,  42. Red chalk,  43. A lodge,  44. Glamorgan's,   
45. The Whigs,  46. The Tower of London ,  47.  David Copperfield,  48. Buda and Pest,  
49. Vienna,  50. Swimming, running and cycling  

ALL THE ANSWERS 

Page Bottom Quiz 

Su-Doku Crossword More or Less 

Searching for Words Spot the Difference 

6 1 8 7 3 2 4 9 5 

5 2 9 4 8 6 3 7 1 

3 4 7 5 1 9 6 2 8 

9 8 4 6 2 5 1 3 2 

1 6 2 8 4 3 7 5 9 

7 5 3 9 2 1 8 4 6 

4 3 1 2 5 8 9 6 7 

2 7 6 1 9 4 5 8 3 

8 9 5 3 6 7 2 1 4 

1 4 5 3 2 

3 5 4 2 1 

2 1 3 5 4 

4 3 2 1 5 

5 2 1 4 3 

R E P E L  R U S T Y 

I  O  O  E  A  A 

O A S I S  F E V E R 

T  E  E  U  E  N 

S  U    S    S 

 C R E S C E N D O  

S    T    E  L 

T  O  A  C  A  U 

I N F E R  R E L I C 

L  F  E  I  E  R 

L I A R S  B A R G E 
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???  

Community Council Secretary 
Tara Campbell 01359-259519 
 
Police 
Suffolk Police 01473-613500 
Stowmarket 01473-383400 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
wlmhw@gmail.com 
David Murray 01359-258646 
 
Rev. Philip Merry 01359-258806 
 07526-271784 
 
Anglian Water 
Emergencies (24hr) 08457-145145 
Accounts 0800-919155 
 
Eastern Electricity 0800-7838838 
 
British Telecom 
Customer Service 150 
Line Faults 151 

Surgeries 
Ixworth 01359-230252 
Stanton 01359-251192 
Botesdale 01379-898295 
Woolpit 01359-240298 
 

Parish Council Chair 
Richard Belson 01359-258868 
 richardbelson@ 
 btinternet.com 
Parish Council Clerk parishclerk@ 
Kevin Boardley walsham-le- 
 willows.org 
  

District Councillor 
Richard Meyer 01359-251760 
 07771-703668 
County Councillor 
Mrs Jessica Flemming 01449-711065 
 

Suffolk County Council 03456-066067 
 

Member of Parliament 
Jo Churchill 0207-2198487 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

VILLAGE ORGANISATION CONTACTS 

Allotments Group 
Alison Findlay    07704311468 

milcroft66@gmail.com 
 

History Group 
Frances Jenner  01359-259242 
frances.jenner@hotmail.com 

 
Horticultural Show 

Debbie Watson  01359 259686  
debbiewatson2916@gmail.com  

 
Sports Club 

Mike Powles   07379089890 
mike.powles@btconnect.com 

 
Walsham Wild Wood 

Lorna MacKinnon   01359 259140 
mackinnonlorna@gmail.com 

Women’s Institute 
Pippa Baxter  01449781757 
pippabaxter2@gmail.com  

 
Community Yoga 

Julia Dunnicliffe 07980 476 140 
dunnicliffej@hotmail.com.  

 
 



 

WALSHAM LE WILLOWS 

VILLAGE HALL 
  

The Community Council committee 
welcome you to the 

 

MVH Coffee Shop 

In the Garden and the Hall 
 Open under government guidelines for 

village halls and COVID 19 
 

Open every Thursday  
 

From a time of 10.30am to 12.00pm  

The Post Office van is there 

From 11:00am till 12:00pm 
 

Come and enjoy a chat and 

A cuppa and a bite 

Just for ‘a couple of quid.’ 


