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 1 Which group's first hit was Pictures of Matchstick Men'? 
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EDITORIAL 
Our drift back to more normal times has taken a step forward this month with the very 

well organised Horticultural Show, a good response for the Sale Trail, and now being 

allowed to have ‘three at a time’ in Rolfes; I have no information  -  at the time of going 

to press  -  about the Gardens Weekend Tea Party, having been otherwise occupied on 

the day and preparing for an important engagement in Cambridge on the Tuesday, but I 

hope that all went well and that a report will come in for the October edition. 

As for September there are further signs of ’normality’ returning with the Annual 

Churches Ride on Saturday 11th. It’s an excellent event and well worth being able to 

investigate the local churches  -  and those further afield! With church playing a part, 

large or small, in all our lives it might just be that you will attempt to raise a little money 
through sponsorship. The bottom line is that it gives you an opportunity to get some 

exercise. 

On the same day  -  but in the afternoon  - there is the Meeting of the Parish when you 

can meet those people who play an active part in village life. Who knows, you might 

even decide to get involved. Help is always needed. 

Returning to the theme of exercise, you might be tempted to take part in an alternative 
form of exercise, to that of cycling, by taking part in the Scything Day, arranged by 

Walsham Wild Wood. 

For those who feel that a little sedentary eating is required there is the Community 

Lunch on the Following Monday, but you’ll need to book early, since complete 

normality has not broken out on this event. Even with some form of Social Distancing, 

it’s a pleasant way to start the week. 

Equally sedentary and thought provoking is another of the History Group’s ‘one off 

talks’, this time on the subject of Crime and Law Enforcement given by Nick Amor. 

This event is again in the Village Hall on Wednesday 22nd September. 

Looking a little further, there is the Harvest Festival Service and Finger Lunch at St 

Mary’s on October 3rd, and later in the month, for the more competitive amongst us, the 

Village Quiz on October 22nd. 

I hope very much that you will enjoy this ‘special’ edition of the Observer, and if you 

feel like helping it to be a ‘good’ and useful read, in the coming months, do send items, 

which might be of interest to the villagers, to me  - my contact details can be found at 

the beginning of this  -  and every  -  edition. 

2  Which group had a Christmas Number One with 'Only You'? 

Evangelina: Edmund, I thought that you were 

going to send an article, about 

moving into the village, to the 

Observer editor. I’ve sent in a 

poem and a favourite cake recipe. 

Edmund: All in good time! I’m still 

working on it, together with a 

very short story. 



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

NEWS. 
The East Anglian Daily Times has reported that Catalytic converter thefts have 
increased fourfold in Suffolk with thieves targeting Honda Jazz’s and Toyota Prius 

and Auris models. Police data reveals there were 54 reports of catalytic converter 
thefts in 2019 but that has increased to 201 in 2020. Rise in thefts is due to the sky 

high price of rhodium, a component part, which is now at £14,000 per ounce.  

To this end, Suffolk Constabulary is promoting a CAT marking event which is due 
to take place on Saturday 11th September between 1315hrs – 1515hrs at Tread 

First, Stowmarket Business Park, Ernest Nunn Rd., Stowmarket IP14 2ED. First 
come, first served. 

Suffolk Constabulary has this month released real examples of inappropriate 

calls made to 999 and 101 in a bid to encourage people to think before they call 

and to head online instead. 

From receiving requests for court telephone numbers, to asking advice regarding 

injured seals on a beach and queries regarding notes left by parcel couriers, many 

of which came through on the emergency number. 
The Force launched its Click Before You Call campaign last year to encourage 

residents to report non emergency incidents online. As well as being able to report 

crimes online, the force’s website holds a wealth of information and useful advice 

regarding who best to call with a query. 

David Murray 

 3 Elvis Presley was born in which US state? 

SEARCHING FOR WORDS 

Starting with any letter and moving horizontally, vertically 

or diagonally, see how many words of three letters or more 

you can find, using each letter only once in each word. 

There should be one nine letter word for converting into a 

well known system of measurement.  

Get 45 words and you are doing well.  

M E T 

E R I 

T A C 



4  The children's story Peter and the Wolf is by which composer? 



 5 Which colour gave Coldplay their first major hit? 

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
How wonderful it is to see so many different events taking place in our village and 
people able to once again enjoy the community in which we all live. The hall is again a 

hub for the village, now hosting its regular weekly coffee shop,  monthly community 

lunch and monthly Pop-Up Shop and operating the food bank, as well as a variety of 

classes and private functions. 

The Village Horticultural Show once again brought the village together and it was 
wonderful to see so many of you supporting a traditional village show. Hopefully many 

of you will come along to the Parish Annual Community Event in the Village Hall on 
the 11th of September 1p.m. till 5p.m. You will be able to find out about lots of village 

organisations and clubs,  who will each have a representative and table of information, 

as well as meet and chat informally with your Parish Councillors while partaking of a 

free cup of tea or coffee and slice of cake, can't be bad. 
The weekly Thursday morning  coffee shop on the 23rd of September is a special one, 

held in partnership with the Walsham W.I. and will be a MacMillan coffee morning, 

with money raised going to MacMillan cancer support. So why not pop along and have 
some amazing cake and support a very worthwhile charity. There will also be a member 

of the Community Council there who is "Braving The Shave" for MacMillan. 
Please note that the Pop-Up shop for September will be on Sunday the 26th, same time 

10am- 12 noon. This month alongside the Pop-Up shop, the Walsham W.I will also have 
a table and be running a W.I Climate Cafe at the hall as part the W.I Great Big Green 

Week. Did you know the W.I are members of the Climate Coalition, highlighting issues 

relating to Climate Change and the environment? A great opportunity to grab a slice of 
classic home-made W.I cake and cup of tea or coffee, get information on environmental 

issues and maybe buy a Basic Life bag for £2 and help stop food wastage too. 
The Halls updating and  maintenance program continues. The hall now has Wi-Fi and 

the last of the back log of works are scheduled for the end of the month. The main hall 

wooden flooring is due to be sanded back and re-varnished, which will hopefully be 
complete over a weekend so as to minimise disruption to the events in the hall. So a 

fresh newly varnished floor for October and the return of village quiz on the 22nd of 

October. 

Amanda Ellis 



6  What was the name of Red Rum's trainer? 



 7 Who captained England to their 2005 Ashes victory? 

IS YOUR HOME SAFE 

FROM FIRE? 
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service 

 

Reduce the risk of fire in your home in six simple steps. 

1. Protect your home with working smoke alarms. Install smoke 

alarms on every floor and test them every week. 

2. Take extra care in the kitchen. Over 50& of accidental house fires 

start in the kitchen. 

3. Check your electrics. Check and maintain your electrical appliances. 

4. Smoke safe (If you must smoke at all). Put them right out!  

5. Make sure that you sleep safe. A bedtime safety routine can reduce 

the risk of fire whilst you are asleep. 

6. Plan a safe escape. Make sure that you know how to get out of your 

house in an emergency. 

Safer Home Visit 

Please contact us if you:- 

Have concerns over fire safety in your home. 

Do not have working smoke alarms. 

You cannot hear your alarms at home. 

A free visit by a specialist Prevention Practitioner, Community Fire Volunteer or 

Operational crew are available. 

SFRS Prevention team and Firefighters are dedicated to saving lives by working with 

the community , discussing fire safety and offering advice to eliminate or reduce the 

risk of a fire occurring in the home. Free smoke alarms will be fitted if you do not 

have any.  

Call Fire Business Support 01473 260588 



8  Bisley is Britain's premier venue for which sport? 



 9 Which sport is played on the largest pitch? 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 

A Community Event at the Memorial Hall 

11th September 2021 - From 1pm until 5pm 
 

New to the village? 

Looking to meet people and make contacts? 

Thinking about joining a village organisation? 
 

The Annual meeting of the Parish is an opportunity for people of the Parish to 
informally get together and meet and to find out more about what's going on and to 

make connections with other people and village organisations.  
The Chair of the Parish Council will present an annual report and that's the formal bit 

done. Then you can grab a cup of tea and peruse tables that village organisations will 

take to promote their activities. A representative of each organisation will be present to 

update you on how they have continued, or not, through lockdown and what's planned 

over the coming year.  
Come along to find out more about these and other village organisations and chat 

informally to your Parish Councillors. 
The Parish Council will provide refreshments (tea and cake) free of charge from the 

Coffee shop run by the Memorial Hall, which is the hub for many other activities 

throughout the week.  
Village organisations to be represented so far… 

 Baby & Toddler Group 

 Community Council and Coffee Shop 

 Community Lunch 

 Gardens Weekend Committee 

 History Group 

 Horticultural Show 

 Little Willows Pre-School (hopefully) 

 Neighbourhood Plan 

 Neighbourhood Watch 

 Old Town Trust 

 Parish Council 

 Primary School 

 Royal British Legion 

 Sports Club 

 St Mary’s Church & Benefice 

 The Observer 

 Women's Institute 

Others to be confirmed (Bell Ringers, 

Parish Council, Pre-School, Town Farm 

Charity & Wildwood) 



10  For which sport is Hambledon most famous? 



 11 What was the first product to be advertised on British TV? 

STANTON AND DISTRICT 

BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION. 
 It was pleasing to be able to meet up with members after such a long break due to Covid 
19 , especially as we welcomed three new members. After 18 years as treasurer, due to 

ill health Ron Baker has retired from this position he was thanked  by members who 

wished him well and hoped he would be able to attend the monthly meetings. 

The branch is grateful to Nigel land lord of the Cock Inn Stanton for his generous 

support that he has given to the branch over many years allowing us to meet for our 
monthly meetings and providing refreshments. 

Our Annual Dinner this year will be held on Tuesday 5th October 19 00 hrs for 19 30 hrs, 

anyone interested in attending please contact me for the menu the cost is £15 95 per 

head. 
We will be holding our Festival of Remembrance and Drumhead service in the Apex on 

Friday November 12th and will be led by the RAF Honington band by kind permission of 

the Station Commander, cost of tickets will be £12 with all profits being donated to the 
poppy appeal. 

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday 14th September in the Cock Inn Stanton at 8pm. 

Hubby Frost  (Branch Vice Chairman) 

WALSHAM SALE TRAIL 
What a successful day! 

Thank you to all those that made the effort to come out on a drizzly Sunday morning for 

the village sale trail, it was an absolute delight to see the village buzzing with people on 

the lookout for a bargain, greeting friends and enjoying the banter of haggling!  

The Village Hall was a hive of activity with stalls selling homemade crafts, beauty 

products as well as second hand treasures. A big thank you to all the volunteers at the 

village hall who kept the teas and coffees flowing, the cakes and sausage rolls dished up 

and the tables clean and tidy, a splendid team effort!  

I hope that all the stall holders that participated made some pennies after they took the 

time to set out their pitches so wonderfully. 

We were able to raise funds which are to be set aside for a Christmas event in the 

village, we hope to see Father Christmas make a visit to the children if he can fit us into 

his busy schedule! More details to follow. 

Once again, thank you to all that contributed to this successful event, much appreciated. 

Tara Campbell 



12  Who appeared opposite Patrick Swayze in the film 'Dirty Dancing'? 



 13 Which Bond film was the first not to be based on an Ian Fleming story? 

WALSHAM LE WILLOWS 

AND DISTRICT WI  
For our August meeting we were made welcome by The Walsham Wild Wood, a project 

that has created a piece of community woodland that made a perfect venue for us. We 

were guided round the network of grassy paths with a carpet of wild flowers waist high 

on either side. Over head it seemed as though a fly past had been specially arranged for 

us . First a flight of hedge sparrows, or perhaps  starlings launched themselves  skywards 

from the telegraph wires before returning back to form their precise line once again. Next 

a formation aerobatic flying display, worthy of the red arrows by a group of duck, who 

circled over head seemingly just for our entertainment. After delicious refreshments we 

were tempted to try creating either clay plaques with seed impressions or transforming a 

grey pebble into a rainbow of colours with glossy finish. Identifying all the wild flowers 

on a quiz sheet puzzled a number of us! We heard more about the progress of the Wild 

Wood project and plans for further developments. The WI donated trees survive and 

thrive .President Margaret Moore explained that we would like to gift another tree to 

mark our Fiftieth Anniversary and on the advice of the Wild Wood Team this would be an 

oak.  

Members were asked to note a couple of dates:  September 23rd the MacMillan Coffee 

morning to be run by the Community Council in the Memorial Village Hall. Offers of 

cakes and to help on behalf of the WI, please. On the 26th   September at the Pop up Shop 

in the Village Hall there will be a WI Climate Café aiming to highlight the WI’s 

membership of the ‘Climate Coalition’ during the national Big Green Week. This voices 

concern at the need for global action on climate change now. 

With thanks to our hosts we closed our meeting as dusk approached. 

Jill Newell 
 

VILLAGE QUIZ 

Friday 22 October 
It is time for the combined brains of Walsham to get together for the competition to 

compete for the prestigious Rowbotham Shield. Why not put a team together to take on 

the current holders and proudly display the trophy for the next year. You do not need to 

be brains of Britain to take part and the Question master promises that there will be a 

wide range of subjects covering all tastes and subjects. The main purpose is to have a fun 

evening with a bit of competition thrown in. All you need is a team of four. The entry fee 

is £5 per person. Refreshments will be provided during the interval and there will also be 

a bar serving beers, wine and soft drinks throughout the evening. 

If you don’t want to take part, why not just come along and support your favourites. 

Doors open at 7.30pm and the quiz will begin at 8.00pm. You can enter your team by 

emailing wlwhub@outlook.com. If the reigning champs would return the cup that would 

be great, even better - enter a team to try and defend it!  

Tara Campbell 



   14  Which film depicts the Battle of Rorke's Drift? 



 15 Who directed and starred in the silent film 'The Gold Rush'? 

HORTICULTURAL SHOW 
Saturday 14th August 2021 

It was touch and go whether there would be a Show this year, and the number of entries 

was about a third fewer than in 2019, but considering most other villages had cancelled 

theirs, it didn’t seem to matter, and it was brilliant to have a Show at all. The number of 

visitors in the afternoon was the same or higher than usual; it was marvellous to see the 

Memorial Hall filled with colourful flowers and happy people chatting over tea and 

delicious cakes  
Pauline Batchelor won the Walsham Flower Trophy, the Domestic Class Cup, and the 
Overall Show Trophy. Gordon Scarfe won the Folkard Cup for vegetables, Judith 

Harlow won the Novice Shield, Lynn Allen won the Fothergill’s Shield for her stunning 

gladioli while Barbara Murray won the WI cup for best item in Domestic classes for her 

lemon drizzle cake. 
The Decorative Class cup was won by Mary Bradley for her entries which included a 

very special ‘Thank You NHS’ arrangement. James Turner won the Williamson 

Photographic cup. Cary Pitt-Roche and Leigh Hooper won the Hanging Basket 
competition, and the Ray Freeborn Sunflower cup had the highest number of entries 

ever, the winner was Gordon Scarfe with a height of 3.70m; a new record. 
Special thanks this year to everyone who worked so hard to make it a success, setting up 

the Hall the day before, acting as stewards for the judges, baking such delicious cakes 

and serving the teas, and for donating the generous raffle prizes; many thanks too to 

those who came on the day to view the display. We are always on the lookout for 

helpers, so if you would like to be involved next year, do get in touch. 
N.B. I have a small wooden tray which was left behind. 

Judith Harlow 

Please visit the Walsham le Willows Website to see photos from the Show. 

Next year’s Show will be on Saturday 13th August 2022.  

Walsham Flower Trophy:                1. Pauline Batchelor  2. Lynn Allen  3. Mary Bradley 

Folkard Cup for Vegetables            1. Gordon Scarfe  2. Ruth Frost  3. John Dyer 

Domestic Class Cup                          1. Pauline Batchelor  2. Lynn Allen  3. Barbara Murray 

Decorative Class Cup                       1. Mary Bradley  2. Judith Harlow  3. Diana Turner 

Fothergill’s Shield                             Lynn Allen 

W.I. Cup                                            Barbara Murray 

Williamson Cup for Photography   James Turner 

Hanging Basket Trophy                  C & L Hooper 

Budding Rose Cup                           Not awarded this year 

Ray Freeborn Sunflower Cup   Gordon Scarfe 

Novice Shield                                    Judith Harlow 

Overall Show Winner Award         1. Pauline Batchelor  2. Lynn Allen  3. Judith Harlow 



16  Where in the human body will you find the bone called the 'stirrup'? 

Pictures by Mick Mansfield CPAGB BPE1* 

A COMMENT 
I felt I must write to congratulate Judith Harlow and her team for bringing about the 

Walsham Flower Show. In spite of Covid and unhelpful weather conditions Walsham 

exhibitors rose to the occasion and produced a wonderful display. 

It was the first time in months that many of us had got together and we were rewarded   

 with a very happy afternoon and of course a delicious tea! I’m sure many will agree 

with me in sending thanks to Judith, her committee and helpers. 

Diana Martineau 



 17 What is the upper layer of a tropical rainforest called? 

SUFFOLK HISTORIC 

CHURCHES TRUST 
Cycle Ride & Stride 

The Trust celebrates 40 years of its annual Bike Ride on Saturday 11th September, 

between 9:00am and 5:00pm, when cyclists take to the roads to raise money for their 

local church (shared equally with the Trust). This is the main fundraising event of The 

Suffolk Historic Churches Trust which supports many of Suffolk’s 640 churches, 

(Norfolk’s Trust has over 800!) and the majority of them are open for the day of the 

ride. A list can be found in St Mary’s together with Sponsor Forms. 

It is such an enjoyable day. If you haven’t done it before do join in this year and help to 

make the 40th anniversary a real success. 

Further information can be found on shct.org.uk 

M.K. 259323   
 

WALSHAM HISTORY GROUP 
Wednesday 22nd September at 7:30pm 

Memorial Village Hall          £5.00 

Dr Nicholas Amor will be giving a talk on Crime and Law Enforcement in 14th century 
Suffolk, set against the background of the Great Famine, the Hundred Years War, the 

Black Death and the peasants Revolt. Dr Amor is the author of several publications on 
medieval Suffolk. He is the Chairperson of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and 

History, honorary research fellow at the University of Suffolk and senior visiting fellow 

at the University of Suffolk.  

Frances Jenner 
 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 
We hope you all enjoyed last month’s lunch.  I think we have all missed socialising over 

the last eighteen months and it was good to see you all and hear everyone chatting again 

while we were serving. Covid rules have been lifted now but we will still continue with 

waitress service.  Numbers will be restricted to 20 at the moment.  

The Memorial Village Hall will be open from 12.30pm on Monday 13th September 
2021. Lunch this month will be Sausage, mash, peas, carrots and onion gravy served at 

12.45pm. followed by Trifle. Tea and coffee will follow. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
Please book a place, at £7.00, with Shirley on 01359 258532 by 5pm on Thursday 9th 

September.  

Shirley White 



18  What is the study of fossilised animals and plants called? 



 19 In meteorology what does an anemometer measure? 

DIARY OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 11th  Scythe Workshop 
 Wild Wood 10:00am 

 Churches Cycle Ride 

 9:00am till  5:00pm 
 Meting of the Parish  

 Village Hall1pm  -  5pm 

Wed 8th WI Talk. Decorating 

 recycled bottles & jars 
Wed 22nd History Group Talk 

 Village Hall  7:30pm 

OCTOBER 
Sun 3rd Harvest Festival 

 St Mary’s  11:00am 

Wed 13th WI Talk  Sally Daniels 

 My Wish Charity 
Fri 22nd Village Quiz 

 Village Hall  7:30pm 
Sun 31st Halloween Pumpkins 

 Wild Wood  4 to 7pm 

NOVEMBER 

Wed 9th WI Christmas 
 Workshop 

DECEMBER 

Sat 4th Mini-Market & Tree 
 Lighting St Mary’s 

Wed 8th WI 50th Anniversary 

 St Mary’s 7:00pm 

The above are dependent upon 

the Covid Restrictions which 

may be prevailing at the time or 

at the time when a final decision 

needs to be taken as to whether 

they should take place. 

Please let me know if you would 

like to have an event included on 

this page. 



20  What is a nine-sided polygon called? 

 Walsham Wildwood Scything workshop  
Saturday 11th September 10 – 3pm 

 

Led by Butterfly Conservation 

Suffolk experts Julian Dowding and 

David Basham 

Come along and learn the ancient 

craft of scything, to manage the 

wildflower meadows in the Wildwood  

for greater biodiversity 

Enjoy a hearty “Scythemans” lunch 

and healthy green gym exercise! 
 

To book your place at £15 including lunch  

Contact:  John Stebbing: john@architectatwork.co.uk 

07831 325610 

HARVEST FESTIVAL at ST MARY’S 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00am Sunday 3rd October 
Followed by a Bring and Share Finger Lunch, 

a form for registering names is just inside the church  

Curiouser & Curiouser  
Discovered in the contributions box at Rolfes was the following from the Bury Free 
Press column 100 Years Ago. 

‘Back in August 1921, the name of Miss Nellie Ray should have been included 

among the soloists at the Congregational Sunday School anniversary.’ 

Let’s hope that matters were put right! 

Nellie was the aunt of Dean Ellis, who must have sent in the snippet. 

mailto:john@architectatwork.co.uk


 21 The Windy City is the nickname for which US city? 

PARISH COUNCIL OF 

WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS 

MINUTES 
of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th August 2021 commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the 

Memorial Hall.   
[Pending formal approval at the next meeting, these minutes have been informally 

approved by Parish Councillors as a true record. If any further corrections are required 

these will be minuted at the next meeting prior to formal approval] 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT - Cllrs Belson; Bartholomew; Roberts; Mecrow 
 

1 FIRST BUSINESS 
1.1 Apologies received from Cllrs Arbon and Kinnair both due to family 

commitments.  

1.2 Apologies were accepted. 
1.3 No declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) received 

1.4 No requests for dispensation 

1.5 Minutes of meeting held on 14th July 2021 were received and approved as true 

and accurate record. 
 

2 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION - to receive written reports for information 

only: 

 Report from County Councillor Jessica Fleming was submitted and 

previously circulated. 

 Report from District Councillor Richard Meyer was submitted and 
previously circulated. 

 District Cllr Meyer took questions:  Cllr Belson asked on behalf of Cllr Kinnair if 
the Locality Budgets could be claimed for the Play Area.  It was confirmed that 

the County and District Locality budgets were separate with the district budget 
having to be distributed by the end of the financial year.  Both budgets are very 

limited and so the remaining amount needed for the Play Area would not be 

approved.  Cllr Belson raised the suggestion of ‘Community Badges’, councillors 
felt that this could be a divisive initiative. Cllr Meyer also clarified the dates for 

the Energy Conference which were omitted in his report which are 21/22nd 
October.  Cllr Meyer also asked if the information about the ‘Welcome Back 

Fund’ had been distributed.  The Clerk had previously circulated this to Parish 

Councillors but was asked to forward to the Gardens Weekend Committee 
if this has not already been done. 
 

3 PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No members of the public in attendance.  
 



22  Which is the largest of the Scandinavian countries? 



 23 Where would you find the Bodleian Library? 

4 PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED & PLANNING 
MATTERS [to be brought to the attention of the council] 

4.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/03989  Proposal: 

Householder Planning Application - Erection of a single storey rear extension  

Location: The Old Four Ashes, Palmer Street, Walsham Le Willows, Suffolk IP31 
3BZ  The Parish Council Supported This Application 

4.2 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)  TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

ACT 1990  Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/20/03436 - 

Condition 2 (Agreement of Materials), Condition 4 (Parking and Manoeuvring), 

Condition 5 (Cycle Storage)  Location: Rookery Barn, Rookery Lane, Walsham 

Le Willows, Suffolk IP31 3BD  

4.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/04162  Proposal: 
Householder application - Erection of Greenhouse.  Location: The Rookery, 

Wattisfield Road, Walsham Le Willows, Suffolk IP31 3BD The Parish Council 

Made No Comment 
4.4 1352/17 Hedge replacement and tree planting at The Acorns – Consider Cllr 

Mecrow’s observations and decide on any action to be taken.  The expected 
replacement of the hedge ‘in the first planting season’ was discussed and Council 

asked the Clerk to make enquiries to clarify. 
 

5 PLANNING OUTCOMES (decided by Mid Suffolk District Council, 

Planning) 
5.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/03191  Proposal: 

Householder Planning Application - Erection of a two-storey side extension and 

raise ridge of roof to create first floor space (following demolition of single storey 

side extensions)  Location: Gramercy, Town Way, The Street, Walsham Le 
Willows Suffolk IP31 3AZ Permission Was Granted By MSDC 

5.2 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

ACT 1990 
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/00899- Condition 4 

(Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy), Condition 5 (Wildlife Sensitive Lighting 

Design Scheme), Condition 6 (Proposed Windows and Doors) and Condition 7 

(Gates and Walls) Location: Sunnyside House, Finningham Road, Walsham Le 
Willows, Suffolk IP31 3BJ 

5.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/02612  Proposal: 

Planning Application - Change of use and conversion of redundant agricultural 
building to form garage, workshop and gym area to be used in connection with 

and ancillary to the existing residential barn conversion on site.  Location: Barn 
At West Street Farm, Ixworth Road, Walsham Le Willows, Suffolk Permission 

Granted By MSDC 

5.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/20/02434  Proposal: 

Full Planning Application - Erection of 1no. two-storey dwelling including 

parking areas and landscaping  Location: Land to Rear Of Holmwood, The 



24  Which is the only city to straddle two continents? 



Street, Walsham Le Willows, Suffolk  Permission Refused By MSDC 

5.5 APPLICATION FOR WORKS TO TREE(S) IN A CONSERVATION AREA - 

DC/21/03814 

 Proposal: Application for works to trees in a Conservation Area - Pollarding of 

1no Lime tree. Location: 2 Avenue Cottages, The Street, Walsham Le Willows, 

Suffolk IP31 3AZ  MSDC Raised No Objection 
 

6 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORTS - The Clerk reported that the 

consultants had clarified that VAT would not be charged on their fees and that 

business addresses had been supplied on the submitted CV’s. The funding of 

£9,900 had been received and this had been advised to all interested parties. Dates 

were in the diary with consultants and neighbourhood plan steering group for 
evenings of 13/14th September when the Memorial Hall and Priory Rooms had 

been booked for these two ‘half day’ meetings.  The Clerk had handed over to the 

Chair of the Steering Group to organise with the consultants a brief pre-inception 

meeting to ascertain current position with regard to work already done so that best 

use can be made of the inception meeting days. 
 

7 PLAY AREA DEVELOPMENT REPORTS The Clerk advised that the RoSPA 

report had been commissioned again for this September from PlaySafety after 

consultation with Cllr Kinnair it was thought that a new contract will not 

necessarily be in place by then. The Chair referred to the update circulated by Cllr 

Kinnair updating on progress with funding.  Guided by the Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) team on the funding process, a bid has been submitted 
for the new Younger Children's area. The cost for the equipment will be £13019, 
CIL funding will provide 75% (£9764.25) and as this is under £10k the CIL team 

can consider and authorise rather than be referred to full Cabinet for decision.   A 

Community Grant application is also being pursued for the remaining £15k needed 

towards the total £51k cost. 
 

8 CLERK’S REPORTS 
8.1 General Reserve Policy – previously circulated – The Clerk proposed postponing 

this until a reply has been received from SALC on the guidelines. This was agreed. 

8.2 Proposed Changes to reserves  - Transfer of reserves from Earmarked to 

General Proposal as amended and previously circulated, draft reconciliation 

report, in line with general reserve policy, to reallocate the £15k CIL monies 
allocation against play area, £3k for closed churchyard and £8k for street lighting 

to a CIL reserve as is proper practice, thereby reducing the general reserve below 

the equivalent of 12 months precept and presenting the restricted CIL budget 
transparently in the monthly reconciliation ( as endorsed by SALC finance).  This 

was unanimously approved.  
8.3 Reconciliation to 31st July 2021 – The ledger reconciles with the bank balances 

and was approved and signed by Cllr Bartholomew. 

8.4 Request for payments - The summary of payments has been circulated in advance 

 25  In which country is there a town and city called Walla Walla? 



26  Muscavado is a type of what? 



of the meeting, for approval and signing.  The Clerk advised that if approved the 

payment to FedEx Express should not be submitted until the Clerk had heard 
from couriers. It is possible that this invoice is in error. Payments were all 

approved subject to the foregoing caveat. [Following the meeting the FedEx 

Payment was cancelled] 

 
8.5  Fidelity Guarantee – The Clerk asked that Councillors consider the need to 

increase as per guidelines (year end balances plus 50% of precept) as per 
previously circulated email.  Councillors considered and resolved that no change 

would be made at this time as they considered sufficient checks and balances 

were in place and that year end balances would be much reduced by significant 
upcoming expenditure.  

8.6 Audit recommendation - Risk Register – Previously circulated to be approved 

as first stage of development of the register. Cllr Bartholomew and the Clerk 

proposed that this was postponed to the next meeting to give more time for all 
councillors to consider.  Cllr Belson raised an issue with the inclusion of one of 

the non-financial risks.  It was decided that this could be included for 

consideration at the next meeting.  Clerk to circulate. 
8.7 Annual Meeting of the Parish – The Clerk reported at least 15 tables taken so 

far.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would also have a table.  It was 

# Payee Amount Description 

1 FedEx Express CROSS 

OUT 

£156.38 Brexit Surprise – Import Duties on SID 

Solar panel 

2 Boston Bulb Company £115.00 Bulbs for Closed Churchyard (autumn 

delivery) 

3 CGM £360.00 Play Area Grass Cutting x 3 

4 Memorial Hall £25.00 Hall Hire – PC meeting July 

5 Kevin Boardley £27.98 Lock and hasp - reimbursement 

6 Browns Tree Services £1,200.00 Clearance of pavement under hedge on 

The Causeway 

7 Parish Council employee £672.28 Wages 

# Payments In Amount Description 

1 HMRC VTR (rec’d 

12/04/2021 and not 
reported for minuting) 

£4,728.64 VAT Rebate to 31st March 2021 

2 Groundworks Grant £9,900.00 Neighbourhood Plan Basic Grant for 
work as planned with consultant to 31st 

March 2022 

 27 What is the Mediterranean dish calamari? 



28  Roma, Campari and plum are all varieties of what? 



 29 What are dried plums called? 

proposed that the Parish Councils should provide refreshments free of charge.  

This was unanimously agreed.  
8.8 Quarterly Bank Service Charge £18.00 – was not noted that this should have 

been reported with payments for July.  Noted. 

8.9 Problem Reports SCC – Cllr Mecrow advised he had not forgotten the need to 
pinpoint the fallen sign on Sumner Road so that this can be reported by the Clerk. 

Councillors were satisfied with the clearance of The Causeway and asked that the 
Parish Clerk contact the owners of the hedge to draw this to their attention. Cllr 

Meyer advised that it had been reported to him that a streetlight was out on Grove 
Park.  The Clerk advised that anyone could report such issues using the Suffolk 

C o u nt y  C o u n c i l  H i g h wa y s  r e p or t i n g  t o o l  a t  h t t ps : / /

highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/ . The Clerk agreed to wander down to Grove 
Park after dark to identify the lamp. 

8.10 Action Log – The Clerk referred to the items on the previously circulated and 
updated action log (for items completed).  Parish Council unanimously agreed that 

these items should be removed from the log. Councillors asked about the issues 

that were put on backburner throughout lockdown. The Clerk advised that these 
had been chased and no response had yet been received. The Clerk will keep 

chasing.  Cllr Bartholomew raised the issue of the village sign and asked for 

feedback based on the photograph previously circulated of work completed by 

Amanda Ellis. He also advised that a new oak post will be needed.  The Parish 
Council are very grateful to Amanda for getting this done and felt only that maybe 

the lettering could stand out a bit more maybe by using a different colour.  It was 

unanimously agreed that the Clerk should advise that a new oak post can be 
sourced from Clarkes and any paint required could also be sourced and will be 

paid for by the Parish Council.  It was noted that the bus shelter panels had still 

not been fitted. The Clerk was asked to contact a previous volunteer to see if he 

could do this work.  Cllr Roberts agreed to pressure wash the frame. 
 8.11 Annual Leave – The Clerk raised the issue of the calculation of paid annual leave 

for a part time, variable hours post.  Cllr Bartholomew suggested the first step was 
to update the Clerk’s contract to more closely reflect the hours being worked.  It 

was agreed that the Chair and the Clerk would address this when meeting to 

discuss appraisal.  
 

9 MATTERS ARISING [from previous meeting only where further decisions are 
required] 

9.1 Stream – The Clerk advised that from the seven organisations suggested by 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust, five had advised they do not undertake this sort of work 
and two had not replied. The Clerk had got one quote for the drawing up of a 

detailed rotational management plan over three or four years (previously 

circulated).  This was noted and the Clerk was asked to seek another quote from 

the company that maintains the Play Area and also to contact the company that has 

already quoted with adjustments to the focus of the work.   



30  What plant is often used as a coffee substitute? 



 31 Who painted 'The Night Watch'? 

10 OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION [Councillors can request that Chair or 
Clerk place items for discussion and decision on the agenda here] 

10.1 Streetlighting upgrades – the quotes previously circulated were considered and 

it was unanimously decided to authorise a final phase of the remaining 15 lamps. 

Clerk to action. 
10.2 Village tea party in Closed Churchyard – The Clerk advised that it had been 

notified that the event will no longer go ahead in the closed churchyard due to a 

number of complaints received by the organisers. The event is to be held instead 

in the grounds of the Priory Room. The organiser has advised that both marquees 

will still be required. The Parish Council had no objection to this.   
 

11 CORRESPONDENCE - none 
 

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN  
 [No decisions can be made under AOB.  Matters requiring decision must be 

placed on the agenda for the following meeting]  
 

Kevin Boardley, Proper Officer, Clerk to Walsham-le-Willows Parish Council 
Meeting Closed at 20:50 

WALSHAM OBSERVER CROSSWORD 

ACROSS 

1. It’s found atop a palace of the pope. (5) 

4. Is it such a puzzle for the cereal? (5) 

7. Found to have a kiss and cuddle by the 

bowl. (4) 

8. It’s perfect for me to hand out the cards. 

(5) 

9.  Just a walk by the sea. (9) 

16. Twist to sound the bell it seems. (5) 

17. Small fruit might be in mucky 

surroundings. (5) 

18. A lift in the Riviera is exciting. (5) 

19. Remains in the bottle. (5) 

DOWN 

1.  It’s old hat for the fool in the exercise 

lesson. (5) 

2. It’s regular to find ‘rope’ in the small 

pair. (6) 

3. Initially a large one by itself. (4) 

4. She will help in male company. (6) 

5. Thought that the aide was totally 

confused. (4) 

6.  Making a cleat is brilliant. (5) 

10. It’s not on to mix gin and lemon. (6) 

10. It’s perfect to have four in to eat. (6) 

12. Let down by the trimmed flowers. (5) 

13. Sounds like the storks met when 

returning in the vessel. (5) 

14. Mickey’s partner is vey small. (4) 

15. Employed to change the dues. (4) 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6. 

           

7.      8.     

           

           

 9.   10.    11.   

12.          13. 

  14.    15.     

16.      17.     

           

18.      19.     



32  What species of bird was killed by the ancient mariner? 



 33 Which company published its first book in London in 1934? 

FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH 

On Saturday 11th September 2021 the Annual Sponsored Ride and Stride for churches 

and chapels will be taking place across all our English Counties. An event when cyclists 

and walkers will be out making money for the upkeep of their local churches. An event 
supported by the National Churches Trust and run by County Churches Trusts 

nationwide. 

The idea started in Suffolk in 1981, and consistently Suffolk has headed the table of 

funds raised. The Ride and Stride is the main source of income for Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust to enable it to make grants to churches and chapels of all denominations 

towards repair and restoration costs. The Trust has recently pledged a significant grant 

towards one of our churches within the Benefice. 

Ride and Stride is run entirely by volunteers and is inter-denominational, with those 

participating sponsored for each place of worship visited between 9.00am and 5.00pm; 
or a one off donation. The money raised by each cyclist or walker is shared equally 

between the Trust and the place of worship nominated by the participant. 

At the same time volunteers are stationed in the churches and chapels to welcome, sign 

forms and offer refreshments. 

The Ride and Stride’s sister event, the Pedal and Drive for vintage and classic cars, will 

also be held on the same day. 

Throughout England the event raises money to restore churches and chapels of many 

Christian Denominations including the Church of England, Roman Catholic, Methodist, 

Baptist and Quaker. The money raised is a vital lifeline to many places of worship 
unable to afford the high cost of looking after buildings that are more often than not 

many hundreds of years old. Without such support, many such places of worship would 

be lost to our communities for ever. 

Since 1981 over £35 million pounds has been raised nationwide. In 2020 26 churches 
and chapels were able to be removed from the Heritage at Risk Register. During the 
same year £1.7 million  in grants were awarded to 260 churches and chapels for urgent 

repairs, new facilities, maintenance and project development. 

The National Churches Trust, to which all the local County trusts owe their allegiance, 

has its roots going back as early as 1818. It is the only national, independent charity 

dedicated to promoting and supporting church buildings of historic, architectural and 

community value across the Country. 

For further information regarding the Suffolk Historic Churches trust or this year’s Ride 

and Stride event, please contact St Mary’s Rector 07526271784. 

Rev. Philip Merry 



34  What is the name of the statue by Anthony Gormley at Gateshead? 

5th September 14th after Trinity   

8.00am Holy Communion Badwell Ash 

9.30am Holy Communion Walsham 

11.00am Harvest Festival Wattisfield 

3.00pm Harvest Festival Westhorpe 

12th September 15th after Trinity   

8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

11.00am Harvest Festival and Picnic Langham 

15th September Wednesday   

9.30am Holy Communion Walsham 

19th September 16th after Trinity   

9.30am Holy Communion Walsham 

11.00am Harvest Festival Finningham 

26th September 17th after Trinity   

8.00am Holy Communion Walsham 

11.00am Harvest Festival Badwell Ash 

3rd October 18th after Trinity   

9.30am Holy Communion Westhorpe 

11.00am Harvest Songs of Praise Walsham 

SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES 



 35 Who coined the expression '15 minutes of fame'? 

WALKS AROUND WALSHAM 
Boats and Planes 

This, the final walk encompasses the most diverse history of Walsham and some of the 

most successful habitat enrichment areas. Starting at the village hall car park, turn left 
into The Street, turn left at the crossroads beside the church and follow the road over the 

bridge. Just beyond, on the right go through the gate into Gallant’s Meadow. The 
willows that line the bank of the stream are spectacular, but they like it wet and some of 

them haven’t survived the hot, dry summers we’ve had recently. The field is often 

grazed by sheep so keep your dogs on leads. Look out for barn owls in the evening. 

Through the gate at the other end of the field you emerge onto the Ixworth Road. Cross 

the road and take the path to the left, through the thicket that lines the stream. Turn right 
and cross the bridge. There is a field gate to your right, from which you can see a pond 

in the middle of the field surrounded by scrub. The natural amphitheatre shape of this 
field was made use of over 100 years ago when it was used for performing plays. Go 

through the two metal pedestrian gates. Head along the track until you come to a large 

pond. Known as Noah’s Ark, this pond was dug about 40 years ago, and has an island in 

the middle of it, a sanctuary for wildlife. Although sadly covered in duckweed this year, 

it is often home to ducks, coots and dragonflies. Otters have been spied here as well as 

heron (and therefore fish), a sure sign that the ecosystem can be rich and varied.  

Follow the path out of the wooded area and up the hill on the left-hand side of the 
hedge. This path was known as Felgate and was once a green lane, wide and probably 

gated as implied from the name. The hedge is old, over 600 years old. At the top cross 

the concrete road and follow the path through the edge of Ten Acre Wood. This wood 

was planted about 100 years ago and as well as ash, oak and hornbeam there are some 
wellingtonia trees. At the north east corner of the wood and beside a lookout tower you 

emerge onto an open and uncultivated field.  

WWII saw a compulsory purchase of this land, it became Shepherd’s Grove RAF 

station, used by Stirling bombers. In the 1950’s the USAF moved in and it was used as 

their store for Thor nuclear capability Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles. The 

launchpads still exist in the wood to the north of the field, the storage silos just to the 

south in the industrial area. It’s hard to reconcile the potential devastation that could 
have been meted out from here with the beauty and tranquillity of the maturing woods, 

the wild flowers, the owls, the roe deer and so many walkers and their dogs blithely 

avoiding the puddles in this heavy clay land. Keep to the right side of the field and head 
towards the Summer Road. You will pass a crop of oats, now grown instead of rape 

because the nicotinoides used to preserve the rape seed are toxic to bees and other 

pollinators and were banned by the EU. At the road turn right, pass the construction 

offices and then take the first turning left into Fishponds Lane. This is an old green lane, 
hedged and ditched on both sides, how our main routes used to look. There’s a break in 

the hedge beside another of those field ponds. Turn right and follow the track between 

the two fields. You will pass the Walsham wild wood on your left, it’s worth a detour to 



36  Which Soviet leader died in 1953? 

see the wild flowers and young trees, and even to have a seat and relax. Otherwise carry 

straight on down the hill, all the way to The Street emerging opposite Clarkes. Turn 

right and head through the village, back to the village hall.  

Alison Martin 



 37 What profession do you associate with William Caxton? 

70 YEARS ON THE THRONE 

Deserves a ‘Platinum’ jubilee celebration by us all! 

The Community Council have proposed that 2022 in June will be a truly momentous 

time for this country and ask the question what we can, collectively, do to celebrate that 
fact. The Council are very happy to coordinate the event but feel this is one of those 

times when all groups could come together to make it a very special occasion. Whether 

you are a monarchist or republican, I don’t think anyone can disagree that Queen 

Elizabeth 11 has given us a period of service and security that is truly exceptional in 

what has, at times, been an often-troubled world. Emerging as we are from the pandemic 

and too much isolation, a communal activity of this nature is just what we need. 

In drafting this appeal to the village community to come together in shaping the 
occasion, my mind goes some 50 years to when we put together a weekend to celebrate 

her Silver Jubilee. I had only been in the village a few years then but found myself both 
organising an ‘It’s a Knockout’ for competing groups and taking part in a concert party 

featuring a variety of acts. It really was great fun not just with the finished article but 
even more with the build up which brought so many villagers together when friends 

were made that have lasted to this day. I am not sure that my own performance in the 

concert party that night, dressed in feminine attire that was removed to music, would be 
either repeatable or in the slightest bit appealing - at least that is the view of Mrs 

Campbell ! 

We will be contacting people with a view to forming a steering group to come up with 

both ideas and a plan on how we might proceed.  Start thinking! 

Ian Campbell 

WALSHAM OBSERVER SU-DOKU 
 

For the uninitiated, the rules of So-Doku are 

very simple. 
 

Each row, column and large square must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9 inclusive. 
 

It’s as simple as that, but you must 
apply logic to find which number goes 

where. 
 

So, beginner or expert, happy hunting! 

 

  1    6   

5    7    9 

   6  8    

  7 1  6 3   

  3    8   

  4 7  9 2   

   3  4    

2    1    5 

  9    7   



38  Which engineer built the Great Western Railway? 



 39 Of which Native American tribe was Geronimo a chief? 

WILDLIFE IN SEPTEMBER 

As September begins we are seeing many changes to our wildlife, trees and hedgerows 
full of Rosehips, Sloes, Hawthorn berries and more providing the last glut of food before 

winter.  Some of our visitors are now leaving for sunnier climates and some will be 

staying collecting food and preparing to survive the long winter months.  One animal 

that does this is the Grey Squirrel.  As the month progresses you will see them collecting 
food such as Acorns, hording and burying them away ready for when food is 

scarce.  Did you know a Squirrel burying food it will know when it is being 

watched?  When they know they are being watched either by other Grey’s or by 
Magpies many Squirrels will pretend to bury their food, when the thief goes to collect its 

prize it will not be there, which will give the one with the food time to find a new hiding 

place! We have all heard of Grey and Red Squirrel’s but have you heard of the Black 

Squirrel? The Black Squirrel has been in the UK for quite a few years, with the first 
being reported in 1912.  Until recently the population have found it hard to establish a 

foothold, but they already make up 50% of the population in Cambridge.  Black 

Squirrels are a genetic mutation of our Grey Squirrel, as well as their darker colour they 

are fitter, stronger and more aggressive.  Our current populations of Squirrels are 

estimated to be around 2 million Grey, 150,000 Reds and 25,000 Black. You may see 
Squirrels on your bird feeders collecting seeds and nuts, they will also eat certain 

flowers, mushrooms, fungi and also bees and beetles! Did you know there are 
approximately 60 species of Dung Beetle in the UK, they are not the ones however that 

roll a ball of dung which we see on TV, instead they either live in the dung pile, these 

are called dwellers and those that live in the soil beneath it, and these are called 

tunnellers.  It is possible to find Dung Beetles at work all year round although the vast 

majority are found in the spring, summer and autumn.  Given the right conditions Dung 
Beetles can decimate a pile of horse poo or cow pat in a matter of days! Another 

interesting fact is these Beetles as well as others carry Mites on board.  I only came 

across this when I found a Sexton Beetle the other day by my wildlife pond, it had all 

this little bugs running around its body, a bit intrigued I looked up what on earth they 

could be.  These are mites that hitch a ride on many Beetles, they sit tight while the 

Beetle goes in search of food.  When a Dung Beetle finds its prize it is not the dung the 

mites are after, it is the same with the Sexton Beetle that goes in search of carrion like a 
dead mouse, again it is not the carcass these mites are after.  So what are they eating? 

When a beetle lands on its food the Mites jump off, they are eating the larvae of flies! 

This enables the Beetles to have more food to consume and they are given a chance of 
more eggs/young surviving without the maggots there.  When the Mites have finished 

they hitch another ride, fascinating! 

Angie Nice  



40  Who was the first woman to fly solo non-stop across the Atlantic? 



 41 Whom did Aphrodite love? 

Tractors, tractors and still more 

the convoy, was it seventy four 
rumbling, chuntering 

along overgrown lanes 

over cattle grids and pot holes  

all in the day? 
 

Bright new shiny ones, 

old rusty greasy ones, 

dainty little Fergusons, 

heavy throttled Fordsons,  

John Deere green ones,  
Massey Ferguson reds,  
McCormick International,  

and an ancient high ground clearance 

twin wheel rowcrop Farmall. 
 

Unrestrained enthusiasts 
drivers old and not so,  

clean shaved, bushy bearded 

red faced and ruddy weathered 

bare headed, old straw hatted, 
small pale or huge paw handed 

sunny smiles all guaranteed. 

Shorts and slacks all dressed at ease, 

skirts lifting in the breeze, 

lady drivers sunburned knees, 
family, friends with drinks and eats 

sit on straw baled trailers 
or in bucket scoop seats, 

little ones serious, holding tight 

to buckets for money, our purses out. 
 

A dissonant, cacophony 

through Knettishall on Sunday 

toots, hoots and whistles 

even sirens as they go, 

a committed country coterie, 

a sort of joyous rural symphony. 
Rob Barber 

TRACTOR RUN 

MORE OR LESS 
 

 

 

 

The numbers 1 to 5 should appear in 

each row and column. 

 

The greater and less signs indicate the 

relative size of adjacent numbers. 

      4   

         

         

         

         

         

    2     

         

        3 



42  What was Morecombe and Wise’s signature tune? 



 43 In which forest is the Rufus Stone? 

ERIC LUCAS WW2  
Continued From Last Month 

While at RAF Honington in 1940 Eric completed 29 missions before arriving at No 7 

Squadron RAF Oakington in December 1940, because of his experience as a gunner he 

was made an instructor training new air gunners and later volunteered for flying duties 

and posted this time to No 15 Squadron RAF Wyton, but sadly was killed on his very 

first mission back on flying duties, the Sterling Bomber came down in the village of 
Opmeer making a crater 8 metres deep. 

Three days after the crash the Germans buried Wing Commander Dale with full military 
honours, and they also filled in the crash crater. Over a period of twenty three years 

from 1980 writing many letters and sending e mails I was convinced the other crew 

members were still buried in the crash site.  In January 2003 I received information that 

the farm where the plane crashed was to be turned into industrial units and the crash site 
concreted over, complaints were lodged with the Dutch Authorities and later I received a 

letter stating that a Dutch recovery team would commence work on the 9th September 

2003, and on the 18th October received correspondence that remains of the other six 
crew members had been recovered. 

Pilot Officer Bird 2nd Pilot , Pilot Officer Campbell Navigator, SGT Smith 1st Wireless 
Operator/Air Gunner, SGT Nuttall 2nd Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner, SGT Plumb 

Flight Engineer, Sgt Eric Russell Lucas Air Gunner. 
During WW2 the average number of missions for a tail gunner was 7 as this was 

considered the most dangerous position in the aircraft. 

Ruth and Sharon came with me to Bergen in Holland for the funerals which were held 
11th May 2004 63 years after they were killed. 

After the Royal Air Force had contacted the families they all agreed that the men flew 
together and died together and their remains should be placed in one coffin with six 

individual head stones placed in a line behind the grave. 

Three of Eric’s sisters had travelled from New Zealand for the funerals and afterwards at 
a reception they were presented with his signet ring which had been recovered from the 

crash site inside the ring were his initials ERL the navigators watch was also recovered 

it had stopped at 12 20. 

We have returned to Bergen seven times since the funeral to place flowers at Eric’s 
headstone and at the Memorial in Opmeer which features a propeller from the crashed 

aircraft in its design. 

The family has given me a copy of Eric’s flight log book and I have obtained a copy of 

the German Pilot’s report of his attack on the Stirling Bomber, it has been translated for 

me , the RAF have also given me a video of the funerals. If anyone would like to view 

any of these they would be most welcome. 

Hubby Frost. 



44  Which sacred volcano last erupted in 1707? 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

There are ten differences between these two pictures, 
see if you can find them all before everyone is served. 



 45 How long is a standard Olympic rowing course? 

AND SO TO BED… 
For those looking out from the Pavilion at Garboldisham on that late-August evening, 
waiting for their turn to bat, it was clear that the end of the season beckoned. Somewhere 

in the gloom was a game of cricket that was coming to an end, harbingering the end of 

another season – the first ‘real’ one since the pandemic. 

At Walsham, cricketers know that the end is in sight when the goals go up again and the 
Sumner Road side of the ground becomes that little bit more difficult to clip the ball 
through midwicket for four along the ground.  But, across the Club, there is much to 

look forward to in the months ahead. 

Both the Senior sides are ‘safe’ within their respective Divisions, playing out in August 

some thrilling matches.  The Sunday XI in one of the best finishes to a match in some 
time, took the runaway league leaders, Melton St. Audry, to a 1 wicket finish.  Showing 

nerve beyond their years, Tom Ridding and Sylvie Melvin, saw it over the line with the 

usual Sunday crowd gathered on the boundary.  In truth, Walsham must have known it 

was their day by the manner in which Trevor Newman rolled back the years with a 

spectacular run out in the first innings, and Ned Campbell took a skier under the critique 

of John Wright on the bench. 

Just the day before, the 1st XI had a similar end in their match against Mistley.  Chasing 
a comparatively low total set by Walsham, Mistley were held in the final over to just the 

7 runs, resulting in that rare occurrence of a tie.  With the advent of live ball-by-ball 
scoring by Tim Gilbert this season, the constant checking of phones across Suffolk has 

become a regular Saturday afternoon past-time (wlwcc.play-cricket.com). 

In the Juniors, both the U9s and U11s have had further successes in festival tournaments.  

Jack Campbell and Harriet French have both taken hat tricks; Albie Howe-Bryant hit 3 

sixes in a row; Macey Leeks conquered her bowling demons and Tobias Macrae took a 

pivotal catch to see Walsham to 3rd place in the Woolpit Festival.  Henry Jackson, aged 

5, made his debut for the U9s – playing with a beautiful enjoyment of the game. 

The final word, though, is reserved for all those that make those moments possible in the 

background.  Our collective thanks should go to the triumvirate of Richard Land, John 

Wright and Rick Meyer for the toil and work on the pitch each week, preparing the way 

for those thrilling finishes. 

James French 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

FOOD BANK 
Please donate long life foods 
and personal hygiene products 

to our collection point in St. 
Mary’s Church (just inside the 

main doors on the right or in the 

porch if the doors are locked) or 
contact us to arrange a 

collection. 
To help, get involved or to 

discuss your needs please 

contact Amanda on 01359 
2 5 8 6 4 6  o r  e m a i l 

wlwcommunitycouncil@outloo
k.com 

MONDAY 
Community Lunch     Village Hall 

2nd Monday   12:45pm 

Theatre Classes         Village Hall 
3:15pm till 6:15pm 

TUESDAY 

Post Office Van         Village Hall 

11:00am till Noon 

WEDNESDAY 
Positive Steps           Village Hall 

11:30am till 12:30pm 

THURSDAY 
Coffee Shop             Village Hall 

10:30am till Noon 

Post Office Van        Village Hall 

11:00am till Noon 

 

Yoga                         Village Hall 

7:15 pm till 9:15pm 

FRIDAY 

 

SATURDAY 
Pop-up Shop              Village Hall 

Last Saturday in the month 

SUNDAY 

 

REGULAR EVENTS 



 47 What did the old lady swallow that killed her? 

ALL THE ANSWERS 

Searching for Words Spot the Difference 

Page Bottom Quiz 

More or Less Su-Doku Crossword 

1. Status Quo, 2. The Flying Pickets, 3. Mississippi, 4. Prokofiev, 5. Yellow,  

6. Ginger McCain, 7. Michael Vaughan, 8. Shooting, 9. Polo, 10. Cricket,  

11. Gibbs SR toothpaste, 12. Jennifer Grey, 13. GoldenEye, 14. Zulu, 15. Charlie Chaplin,  

16. The ear, 17.The canopy, 18. Palaentology, 19. Wind speed, 20. A nonagon, 21. Chicago, 

22.Sweden, 23. Oxford, 24. Istanbul, 25. New Zealand, 26. Sugar, 27. Squid, 28. Tomato, 

29. Prunes, 30. Chicory, 31. Rembrandt, 32. Albatross, 33. Penguin Books,  

33. Angel of the North, 35. Andy Warhol,  36. Joseph Stalin, 37. Printing, 38. Brunel, 

39. The Apache, 40. Amelia Earhart, 41. Adonis, 42. Bring Me Sunshine,  

43. The New Forest, 44. Mount Fuji, 45. 2000 metres, 46. Arrows, 47. A horse,  

48. The duodenum.  

Acre Air  Are  Arm  Art 
Car  Care Caret Cart  Cat 

Cater Crate Ear  Eat  Era 

Erica Eta  Irate  Ire  Item  
Meat Meer Meet Mere Merit 

Met  Metre Metric Rat  Rate  

Ret  Rite  Tacit Tar  Tare  

Tart  Tea  Tear  Tee  Teem 
Term Tic  Tie  Tier  Tire  
Trait Treat Tree  Trite  

Metricate (50)  

4 7 1 9 5 3 6 2 8 

5 6 8 2 7 1 4 3 9 

3 9 2 6 4 8 5 7 1 

9 2 7 1 8 6 3 5 4 

6 1 3 4 2 5 8 9 7 

8 5 4 7 3 9 2 1 6 

7 8 5 3 9 4 1 6 2 

2 3 6 8 1 7 9 4 5 

1 4 9 5 6 2 7 8 3 

3 2 5 4 1 

4 1 3 2 5 

5 4 1 3 2 

1 3 2 5 4 

2 5 4 1 3 

P A P A L  M A I Z E 

A  R  O  A  D  C 

S P O O N  I D E A L 

S  P  E  D  A  A 

E  E    E    T 

 P R O M E N A D E  

L    I    I  S 

O  M  N  U  V  T 

W R I N G  S L I M E 

E  N  L  E  N  M 

R A I S E  D R E G S 



48 Name the first part of the small intestine?  

Community Council Secretary 

Tara Campbell 01359-259519 

 

Police 

Suffolk Police 01473-613500 

Stowmarket 01473-383400 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 

wlmhw@gmail.com 

David Murray 01359-258646 

 

Rev. Philip Merry 01359-258806 

 07526-271784 

 

Anglian Water 

Emergencies (24hr) 08457-145145 

Accounts 0800-919155 

 

Eastern Electricity 0800-7838838 

 

British Telecom 

Customer Service 150 

Line Faults 151 

 

Surgeries 

Ixworth 01359-230252 

Stanton 01359-251192 

Botesdale 01379-898295 

Woolpit 01359-240298 
 

Parish Council Chair 

Richard Belson 01359-258868 

 richardbelson@ 

 btinternet.com 

Parish Council Clerk parishclerk@ 

Kevin Boardley walsham-le- 

 willows.org 
  

District Councillor 

Richard Meyer 01359-251760 

 07771-703668 

County Councillor 

Mrs Jessica Flemming 01449-711065 
 

Suffolk County Council 03456-066067 
 

Member of Parliament 

Jo Churchill 0207-2198487 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Allotments Group 

Alison Findlay    07704311468 

milcroft66@gmail.com 

 

History Group 

Frances Jenner  01359-259242 

frances.jenner’hotmail.com 

 

Horticultural Show 

Judith Harlow   01359-258251 

Judith@gharlow.plus.com 

 

Sports Club 

Mike Powles   07379089890 

mike.powles@btconnect.com 

 

Walsham Wild Wood 

Lorna MacKinnon   259140 

mackinnonlorna@gmail.com 

 

Women’s Institute 

Pippa Baxter  01449781757 

pippabaxter2@gmail.com  
 

 

 

VILLAGE ORGANISATION CONTACTS 



 

WALSHAM LE WILLOWS 

VILLAGE HALL 
  

The Community Council committee 

welcome you to the 
 

MVH Coffee Shop 

In the Garden and the Hall 
 Open under government guidelines for 

village halls and COVID 19 
 

Open every Thursday  
 

From a time of 10.30am to 12.00pm  

Pricing remains the same 

for 2021 as 2020. 
 

Please come along, enjoy the 

company and get to 

use the mobile Post Office. 


