
Draft Minutes of the meeting of Walsham le Willows Community Council Executive Committee on 6th December 2016. 

1. Those Present: R Barber, M Barber, J Nielsen, R Belson, J Bloomfield, F Bloomfield, I Bartholomew, R Hubbard, J 

Hubbard, K Rothon, I Campbell, J Thomas & T Roberts. 

2. Apologies for absence: K Boardley, S White, K Stockton, B Wills, E Thurlow, J Clark and M Mansfield, 

3. Approval of Draft Minutes for the meeting held on 1st November 2016: J Nielsen proposed and J Bloomfield 

seconded the motion. This was carried unanimously. 

4. Matters Arising:  

4.1 Community Printing Facility – The Church has bought the new printer and it is up and running in the Widow’s 

Room. It is faster to print than the old machine, No-one has as yet tried to print from a memory stick or 

computer,  

4.2 Observer Matters – J  Bloomfield reported that quite a few adverts have been gained. We need to reject 

adverts with too much black or colour as it is difficult to print because of using too much ink which then causes 

the paper to stick to the drum. 

4.3 Revised cost of colour printing – I Bartholomew proposed that we stay with this year’s costs of £35 for colour 

on the Observer cover, J Bloomfield seconded, and the meeting agreed. 

 

5. Events 

➢ 11th November – Unveiling of Memorial Batik – report back – It was felt that everything had worked 

as planned; it was an excellent evening, a memorable event. F Bloomfield suggested that we try to 

get some mention on local TV.  

➢ 18th November – Cinema, Eddie the Eagle – report back – a good event. 

➢ 4th December – Christmas Fayre – F Bloomfield reported that stall holders had been very pleased 

and wanted to come again next year. There had been a suggestion that we think of inviting Father 

Christmas to attend. It was noted that he is usually quite busy at that time of year but if get our 

request in early enough, he might be able to fit us in. Takings from table fees, refreshments, raffle 

and sale of cards totalled £536. Thanks were given to all helpers for their contributions. Fred 

volunteered to organise next year’s fayre. 

➢ 16th December – The Nutcracker – J Thomas reported that rehearsals are going well, Judith will find 

out about use of spot lights, Maggie will ask about borrowing WI microphone system, Rob will be on 

the bar, fairy lights are needed to decorate the stage if anyone can lend some. 

➢ 25th March 2017 – Disney Princesses Show – may be 18th March so as not to clash with other 

proposed events 

➢ April – John Hubbard’s Musical Offering – M Barber confirmed that this was scheduled for 8th April. 

➢ May – Eastern Angles Production – This will now be on Saturday 1st April 

➢  15th July – Cabaret Show – the idea was floated that this should be in a café setting with light 

refreshments available. Jeannie will take charge of refreshments. 

➢ 6th October – Village Quiz 

 

6. Finance Report: I Bartholomew reported a balance on the Community Council account of £3,726.48. There is a 

total of £38,652.35 in the MVH account, of which £37,178.83 is in the Building Fund. This included a £4,000 grant 

from the Suffolk Rural Fund. 

 

7. Hall Matters 

➢ Health & Safety – One incident has been recorded in the book. K Rothon talked to the Stage School 

children about H&S which will hopefully have an effect. 

➢ Health & Safety Policy – This needed some amendments and review. Points were agreed that 

needed to change. There was some confusion over whether dogs should be allowed in the hall or 

not. There is far more media attention these days and the public are more aware of the possible 

danger of some dogs. We are also aware that some people are afraid of dogs and would feel unsafe 



if in close proximity. There are hygiene implications too where food is being served. It was therefore 

felt that the only dogs allowed in the hall should be Guide or Hearing Dogs. J Nielsen proposed, K 

Rothon seconded and the meeting agreed on this. It was however pointed out that we do have 

hitching rails outside the hall where owners could leave their dogs for short whiles. The Committee 

will make sure that the hitching area needs to be clearly labelled and that a bowl of drinking water 

will be provided.  

➢ Rethink of storage facilities – It was pointed out that we now have a sizeable quantity of costumes 

that are now our property, some in boxes, many of them in Judith’s house. These all need to be 

stored or hung properly so that we then have the potential to hire them out. R Barber said that he 

had been measuring up the possibilities and he believed that if we moved the table tennis table to 

the back of the Post Office, then we could reorganise the stage storage, continue the line of storage 

used by Parent and Toddler Group, put in sliding doors for ease of access and make the doors 

lockable. History Group, since the death of John Champion, also needs somewhere to store their 

research documents and equipment. Maybe they could have their own space available as part of the 

reorganisation. Committee gave R Barber permission to investigate possibilities to redesign this area 

and to look into costings. It would then be hoped to secure some funding via Gardens Weekend 

monies to facilitate this community storage. 

 

8. Stage 4 Hall Project – Quotations for replacement windows – R Barber has been ringing round small companies 

to obtain quotes for replacing the three windows specified in the building project. These have ranged from 

£1,500 to £3.000. He has approached Parish Council to see if they are able to sponsor this part of the 

development as suggested via MSDC. Gillian Holder, Grants Officer at MSDC, had informed I Bartholomew that 

there was £1,500 worth of 106 monies being held for the hall and this could be available if Parish Council wrote 

to that effect. Ian also pointed out that, as we needed 3 quotes for the work, he had contacted another builder to 

submit a quote against specifications. 

 

9. Correspondence  

➢ Ralph Hubbard’s note re possible events – the Committee was made aware of the list of events that 

Ralph had suggested for the MVH. It was agreed that he go ahead and organise the Valentine’s Dance on 

11th February. M Barber was asked to provide posters and tickets for this. R Barber proposed that Ralph 

and Janet were co-opted onto Committee, seconded by J Nielsen, and approved. 

➢ Judith Thomas’s suggestion re Old Time Music Hall – Judith suggested that this was timed for November 

or December 2017. 

➢ Children in Need Disco – R Barber read out a letter from the organisers requesting a donation equivalent 

to the hire of the hall. J Bloomfield proposed this, seconded by J Thomas and the meeting agreed. 

 

10. Any Other Business  

➢ Administrative contact - Walsham website – Kevin Boardley had agreed to take over the running of the 

Walsham website. Committee needed to agree that Kevin would become our website Administrator and 

that he be named as Contact. This was proposed by I Bartholomew, seconded by T Roberts and agreed 

unanimously. 

➢ Christmas lights at entrance to MVH – there had been a verbal request for lights at the entrance to the 

MVH but it was felt that these would be impracticable as they would be overwhelmed by the security 

floodlights. Committee therefore declined the request. 

 

11. The meeting closed at 9.15. 

 

Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 3rd January 2017, 7.30 in The Six Bells 


